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Sermon penned by Ricauanp 


Per ROT Batchclour ia Divinitie, Vicar 
of Heſell with the Trinitic Chappell in 
King 3tone-upon- Hull, and ſometimes Fcllow 
of Sidney-Suſſex-( oledge in 
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| ZACH. I, 4 
Bt yee not 44 your Fathers, wnto whom the former Prophets 
od "ak cryed, ſaving ; Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, Tuyne 
you now from your evull WAYES, and from your evil aomg: $ 
but they did not heare nor bearken unto me , ſab the Lord. 


Greg. magn. lib.7. IndiR.2 Epiſt.78. 
e Incauſa in qua Deo placere cupio, bomines non formids. 
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| Reverend Father in Got Tosy, 
| 


by the providence of God Archbiſhop of 
YORKE, Primate and Metropoli- 


tane of ENGLAN D. 


Moft Reverend Father in God 
SIE] \; His following diſcourſe which I 


| make bold ro commend tv the 
6 Yz; World under your Graces moſt 
I. *| favourable proteion , containes 
© | the ſumme and ſubſtance of a 
| Sermon purpolcly ſtudied to have 
been preached in your Metropolitane Church of 
S. Peters in Yorke, at the ſummer Aſſhze, 16:0. 
To the publication whereof, beſides the generall 
| zeale which I of duty beare and owe to Gods 
houſe and inheritance, [ have been the rather in- 
duced for theſe reaſons following 3 
Firſt, thitT might teſt:fiemy thankefulneſſe ro 
God forthat portion of inheritance he hath allor- 
| ted me amongſt the ſonnes of Levi; that among 
ſo many that have of late endeavoured the repaire 
of his decayed Sanctuarie, and to reſtore unto 
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The Epiſtle Dedatory. | 


him and his Miniſters that portion ot inheritance 
he hath reſerved to himſelfe for them , I might 
bring atleaſt ſtones and morrter to helpe forward 
and further ſo great and neceſſarie a worke. 
Secondly, that the greater Volumes of Doctor 
Tilſeley and M*. Mountague, which in regard of 
the grearneſſe of the price, and manner of hand- 
ling, are not Obvious to all mens hands and un- 
deritandings , may by this ſmaller worke, and 
plaine diſcourſe become common to all men; and 
ſo that great opinion that moſt men have of the 
unan{werablencs of M*. Seldens Hiſtory of Tithes, 
| may bein ſome meaſure, ifnot fully (atisficd, 
Thirdly , to ſtirre up not onely your Grace 
with the reſt of the Reverend Fathers of the 
Church, but all other true-hearted Chriſtians to 
further the repaire of Gods houſe, and the redu- 
cing and bringing backe that portion of inheri- 
tance, by Impropriations and other meanes ſo 
long detained from God and his Miniſters , and 
ſo procure unto him and them that due honour, 
love, reſpe&,and maintenance, which his mercies, 
th:ir paines and places doe juſtly challenge at all 
mens hands. Never had the Miniſters of God 
more needeto urge this point then in theſe times, 
in regard both of the gencrall oppoſition of men 
of all ſorts againſt it and them, as alſo of thoſe 
manifold ſtrange difaſters which have already 
ſcazed upon this our Kingdome, and ſuſpiciouſly 
hang over our heads. I know the ſeeming impol- 
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| lars, hath beene a juſt cauſe to hinder all wel-di- 


| and neceſſary a worke ; But if it will pleaſe = 
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ſibility of reducing Impropriations and other 
Churches rites, due tro Gods houſe and Miniſters, 
without greatloſſe & dammage to miny particu- 


— 


{poſed perſons from attempting this ſo worthy 


Grace , with the reſt of our Mverend Biſhops, 
now at laſt to aſſay ir, I doubtnot but the projet 
may be ſo made, that in a ſhort time the matter 
may be effeted, and all Impropriations reſtored 
to the Church ( this concluſion held , that all 
Tithes may bee payed in their* proper kinde ) 
without any loſſe or dammage at all ro the Lai- 
'tie who now enjoy ſuch Impropriations, without 
any hurt to the Churchor Churchmen in gene- 
rall; to few, if any , in particular : but ſo done, 
that God ſhall bee much thereby glorified, the 
King and Kingdome notone'y much honoured, 
but the revenewes of ths Crowne increaſcd, the 
Church of God in all places of theſe Kingdomes 
in a ſhort time ſupplyed with a ſufficient and 
able preaching-Miniſterie, the thing {o much to 
be delired;the Goſpell chzreby in all places moſt 
plentifully propagated, to the rooting out of Po- 
perie and ſupeiſtirion ,-and ro the daily increa- 
ling of Gods Church and Kingdome , which 
without this courſe can never be expeded. - 

Fourthly, to make antwer to two particulars 
of moment, ſpecified and much miſtaken by Mr. 
Seldenin his Hiſtorte of Tithes; the one a cuſtome | 
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within mine owne Parilh, grounded upon a do- 
' nation of Robert de Heſſelt to the Monaſtery of 
Gisburnz ; the other within the Eaff-riding of 
Yorkeſbire, grounded upon a cuſtomary payment 
of Threaves; whereby it will appeare that M-. 


$elden hath nog been ſo curious and carefull in 
this his Matter hece, a he would have the world 
beleeve he hath beene, 

Fiftly , that I may give the World notice, 
who, and of what condition thoſe Miniſters have 
been, and ſtill are in the Church, that have op- 
pugned Gods right in his Houſe and Tithes, 
and thac fill the world with ſuch like ſtrange and 
idle poſitions. And that thoſe men m'ght againe 
know,that howlſoever the pure worldlings fawne 
upon them, as the onely true ſandified Church- 
men in theſe times; yer itis not ourof any ſuch 
true conceitth:y have of them, but oncly to hu- 
mo:'r them up in their froward pokrtions and 
docrines; well knowing that by this meanes 
they mzy not onely with more treedome abuſe 
their owne Paſtors whom God hith ſet over 
them, detaining from them what cf right and due 
apperraines unto them ; but they know that by 
theſe factious dottrines and practiſes, there is a 
gappe and way made for them for time to come, 
to enter upon the reſt of Gods inheritance, yet 
remaining to his poore M niſters, the onely for- 
bidden fruite fo much dcfired on all hauds in 
theſe dayes. 


And 
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And, though laſt named, yer neither leaſt 
nor laſt in my intention, that I might render 
ſome thankefull dutie and ſervice to your Grace, 
for thoſe manifold favours I have from time to 
time received from you both before and ſince I 
was your ſervant, as becing he alone by whoſe 
love and proteion, next under God , I have 
not onely peaceably enjoyed mine owne, which 
otherwite had been violently extorted from me; 
bur I have been able to helpe and ſuccour my 
friends againſt the fatious abermenrs of their 
adverſaries and enemies. For theſe reaſons (moſt 
Reverend Father in God) have I made bold to 
publiſh this following diſcourſe, the which to- 
gether with my perſon, I commend unto your 
| Graces protection z no wayes doubting bur as ir 
| hath alwaies pleaſed your Grace ever ſince my 
| comming into your Dioceſic,even before I was 
' your ſervant, to countenance me and my poore 
| labours farre beyond their deſert ; fo now you 
| will double your favour and protection both 
' upon me and them : for which I ſhill bee cver 
' bound to double my moſt hearty prayers to 
| God for your Graces health and happines: that 
| God would grant you long life, and happy daies 
| on earth; and after this life fulneſſe of joy at his 
right hand for evermore. In the meane time I 
{hall ever reſt 


Bithop-Thorpe Your Graces moſt truely bounden, 
Kal. Mai and no eſſe bumbly devoted Chaplaine, 
R» P, 


Ann. Saluc. 1621, 
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1 courſe was fimbhed, ſince which time ut hail 
| /aine at the Preſſe l.ke the lame man «t the 
1 Poole of Betheſda, mot for want of friend; 
to put it in , but for want of eAngells to 
moove the Printers waters, Had it beene 
ſome idle Pampblet , or foy/ted Curranto «, 
falſe or ill newzs , it would have ford Midwrocs to baſten it 
ento th: world; and though it had ſuffered abortion, and com: 
maymed (orch a4 moſt of them doe, yet ſbou'dit not have wan. 
ted welcomers & entertamers,But ſuch is the m:iſerte of theſe 
res, ſuch the evil will that men beare generally ro GodsSion | 
that even thoſe men who can ſucke gaine out of the moit idle 
and ſcurri'ex: ſubjects, dare not attempt to print ay thing 0' 
this natare, for feare of loſe and dammage.The conſideration 
whereof made me oftentimes reſolve to relinquiſh all furtbe; 
proſecution of the Preſſe, as expeflmg but poore extertainmert 
at their bands who muFt pay for my labeurs , when thoſe that 
were likely to gaine by them, for ſome ſiniſter reſpetts ſeemed. 
ſleight them. But having at the length by the mduſtrie of n., 
friends forrd ont thoſe,who out of their true love to God OF bu 
anheritance were content to ventnre their paines & Preſſef 1 
anrſt hazard my cred:t;beſider, conſfiuering the marifold evil. 
of later times befalien our Kingadomes, and greater in likel: | 
hood to be expeited, if not timely prevented, and being in con.- ( | 
[cience perſwaded that the ſine of Secriledge karb been, an 
is n0 ſu all cauſe both of the one ard of theotber;, I bave not | 


feared to commit theſe labour: to thy religiow and tharitable 
cenſure + wherein if Thave dine ary thing that may terd 1 
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To the Reader. 


the glory of God, the bonowr and welfare of my King and 
Country, 1 have my deſire : If 1have fayled in mine owne, and 
not given ſatisfattion to others deſires , it is an error procee« 
ding from the duty I owe to God & my $ averaione,c} the love I 
beare to my (ountry;not any wayes out of humorous diſconten's, 
4; maliguing or ervying at any thing either in the publicke or 
private ſtate, or hoping to gleane either private gaine or po- 
pular applenſe : So that [ dare ſay, if what I bave made bold 
to write, bee read, conſidered, and accepted with as true & in« 
cere an heart 4s it was firſt ſiudyed, and is now commended to 
* | the world, 1 doubt not but it will worke that true effelt ] wh 
' and deſrre,plory to God honour to my King cy bappmes to my 
Country : for the leaſt whereof as 1 prize not my life, ſo have 
[ not feared for them all to hazard my credit, When this 4rſ= 
courſe was firſt ſtndyed, it was fitted for 4 Sermon, and faſhio- 
ned at all pointes a—— but beeing by Gods providence 
prevented therem, and by the entreaty of friends drawne to 
commend it to publicke view; 1 drew it out into a longer tratt, | 
fittivg it accordingly to the generall times as then they were: 
ſmce which time, the times themſelves altering,ſo have I beene 
forced to alter many particular circumſtances, whereby this 
diſcourſe is much ſhortned of that perfettwon, which bappily had 
beene found therein, if it had bee1e publiſhed when it was firſt 
intended: So that in reading hereof thou muſt conſider ſome 
things as ſpoken from the pulpit, others as in ſtory, and thoſe 
ſpoken as the times then were; yet ſo 4s thou makeſt application 
from time to time unto this preſent: which if thou performeſs 
wth a goodeye and honeſt heart, thou [ha't credit mee , and 
profit thy (elfeywhich curteſie if thou vonchſafe me, Ihhallbave 
my expelted deſire , and reiÞ ever | 
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GENES. 28. VERS. 20,21, 22. 
And Iacob vowed avow,ſaying,If God willbe 


with me, and will keepe me in this way that 
I goe, and will give mee bread to eate, and 
rayment to put on, 

So that I come againe to my fathers houſe in 
peace: then ſhall the Lord be my God, 

And this ſtone which I have ſet for a pillar, ſhall 
be Gods houſe;and of all that thou ſhalr give 
me, 1 will ſurely give the tenth unto thee. 


His Text relates unto us an holy vowe, 
made by an holy man, ( even the /ſrae/ 
of Ged) to the Holyeſt of Holyeſts , even 
the Holy one of Iſrael: in the handling 

$| whereof ( not to ſpeake more of yowes 

then my Text ſhall naturally afford me) 
theſe foure generalls offer themſelyes 
to our cenhideration, 
I, Q«s, the perſon yowing, Tacon; and lacob vowed, 
II. Ci, the perſonto whom the vow was yowed,Gop; 
If God will be with me. 
III. Qwale, the kinde and qualitie of this yow, which is 
conditionall; /f Ged will be with me, then ſhall the 
Lord be my God, oc, 
TIT. Q»4, the materialls of the vow, or things vowed: 
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Which are three ; 
I. That he would acknowledge the Lord for his God, 
2. For a teſtimonie of this acknowledgement , that 
one which he had ſet up ſhould be called Gods houſe. 
2. For the better maintenance of Gods houſ? and 
worſhip therein, he would give unto the Lord the tenth 
of all, whatſoever the Lord ſhould give unto him, 
And firlt of the perſon; vovebat /acob, Tacob the ſonne 
of Iſaac and Rebecca, two holy perſons; and although the 
younger brother by birth, yerthe ele& and choſen heire 
unto all thoſe bleſſed promiſes which God made to Abra- 
ham and his ſeede, and that whileſt he was yet unborne: A 
moſt juſt,upright,and religious man,who for his upright- 
nefle and power with God, obtained the conquering 
name of /ſrael; from whence the people of God the Iewes 
afterward tooke their name, This holy man Iacob, mak- 
ing requeſt unto God for the accompliſhment of what 
God had promiſed, the better to binde himſelfe to obedi- 
ence, and to teſtifie his rhankefulneſſe, makes this vowe 
mentioned here inthis Text : An action and duty, as com- | 
mendable in Iacob, manifeſting him a right religious and 
thankfull perſon; ſois it in the practiſe of all Chriſtians: 
it being nor onely lawfull, but expedient, that as we pray 
unto God for his mercies ; ſo to yow, not onely the per- 
formance of the generall vow of Chriftianitic; but the 
better tob:ndeusto obedience, and to teſtifie the truth of 
our thankefulneſſe.to vowe the performance of ſome par- 
ticular ation, whether ind:ffcrent, or commanded, when 
it ſhall pleaſe the Lord graciouſly to heare us, and anſwer 
us according to our requeſts, Thus did Iacob here, thus 
Hannah, thus Paul, and diyerſe others of Gods Saints 
in all ages. 

True it is, that we denie the uſe of vowes according to 
the doQtrine and praiſe of the Church of Rome, 
| As firſt, wee denie that there is now, or ever was, any 
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necefſitie of making vowes in externall exerciſes and 
outward things. 
Sccondly, we denie that vowes made of things not 
commanded, 25 meates, drinkes, attire, &c, are eſlentiall 
parts of Gods worſhip; much lefſe that they bring a man 
toan highereſtace of perfeQion, then keeping of the Law 
can doe, We acknowledge them admmnicnula cults drvini, 
certaine Naies and helpes in Gods worſhip, not ipſwm cul. 
tum, the worſhip ir ſelfe; the kingdome of God not con- 
fitting ineating and drinking,nor inexternall, bur in ſpiri. 
ruall worſhip, 
Thircly, we deny the neceſſicie of keeping and perfor. 
ming vowes made, — they be repugnant to the 
rules preſcribed for vowes, holding that rule of Ifiodore 
infallibly true, [x matis promiſſis reſcinde fidem, in twrpi vo- 
to muta decretum , better to faile in a wicked promiſe then 
ro performe, better to change an unlawfull yow then to 
keepe it: yea, vowes beeing made the better to enable us 
for Gods ſervice, though the thing vowed were lawfull 
in our firſt a of yowing, yet finding them afterwards an 
hinderance to the duties of Gods worſhip, we may juſlly 
and lawfully ceaſe further to performe and keepe them; 
according to the ſaying of the ſaid Ihodore; Quod incaute 
vovift ne facias; in pia eſt promijſio que cuns [celere adm- 
pletur. 
Lafily, we denie the vowes ſo frequently made and 
magnified by Papiſts to be juſt and lawfull : ſuch is the 
vow of perpetuall chaftitie and ſingle life, the vow of vo- 
luntary povertie, and Monaſtique life, &c, and laſtly, 
the vow of pilgrimage for viſiting the holy city and le. 
pulchre, the ſhrines and reliques of Saints; as beeing al- 
together repugnant tothoſe rules and conditions requi- 
red ro make a vow lawfull, 
For hee that will make yowes pleaſing unto God ( and 
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fo lawfull ) muſt bee ſure that they bee grounded upon, 


B 3 =| 


—— 


Cypr. lib. 1. 
eÞ. 3. 


Hieron, mM 
hiſlor.lephte 
Eccleſe 51-2 


iid Hiſp.tb 


"hal. 2. 13+ 


2 Cor. 9. 7- 


lacons Vovve, Or 


and regulated by thelz particular rules and canons fol- 
lowing. 

1, They muſt bee ds rebus licitrs & de neceſſarits, of 
things lawfull and warrantable by the word of God: for 
the word of God becing the ground of our faith, and 
whatſoever wee doc withour faith becing finne;our yowes 
muſt neceſſarily bee founded thereupon. Againe I ſay de 
neceſſarits , not uſually, not frequently, but in caſe of emi- 
nencie and neceſſitie ; vowes becing promſſiones ardenter 
orantis, promiſes made at the begging extraordinary 
bleſſings and graces at the hands of God, 

2, They muſt bee made conſiderately with deliberati- 
onand adviſe, notraſhly and headily; ſo Solomon, Keepe 
thy foote when thou goeſt mto the houſe of God, bee not raſh 
with thy month, and let not thy heart bee haſty to utter a thing” 
before God, | 

3+ They muſt bee made of ſuch things which are in 
our owne power to doe , and that ſub conditione auxilii die 
vini, under the condition of Gods helpe and aſſiſtance: 
it being he only that makes us able buth to will and to doe of 
bis good pleaſure. 

4+ They muſt bee correſpondent and agreable to our 
oenerall vow of Chriſtianitie, and bee made the better to 
helpe us in the performance of the ſame; as when wee 
vowe to doe ſomething *,or to abRaine from ſome things 
in their owne nature lawfull, as wine, ſleepe, or thelike, 
either totake puniſhment onour ſelves for ſome fins com- 
mirted, or to prevent linne for the time to come, or to en» 
able us the better for Gods ſervice, or to teſtifie our 
thankefulnes ro God for ſuch bleſſings az wce receive 
from him : as Iacob here in my text. 

5. They muſt bee ſponranea, done with chearefulnes 
and alacritie; for hilarem datorem arligit Dexs, God oncly 
loves a chearefull giver, 

6. The perſon vowing muſt bee a Iacob, a perſon 
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ſanQified, a beleeving Chriſtianz inthar, firſt Abels per- 
ſon muſt be accepted before bis ſacrifice, and without faith it 
is impoſſible to pleaſe God. 

Theſe bee the particular canons required inall yowes; 
by all which if you will examine the forenamed Popiſh 
vowes as they arcinuſfe and praQtiſe amongſt them, wee 
ſhall finde them altogether repugnant ro them, and ſo al- 
rogether unjuſtifiable, cither in dotrine or in praQtiſe, 
But when vowes are regulated by theſe rules and con- 
ditions, then may a Chriſtian lawfully vowe chem, and 
becing vowed muſt faithfully performe them. 

2, The ſecond generall conſiderable in this vowe is 
(i, the perſonto whom Iacob yowed this vowe: where 
it is remarkable that he doth not make it to any of the An- 
gels whom he ſaw aſcending and deſcending by the lad- 

er reaching to heavenz but he makes his yow unto God, 
and that not to any of the Idol gods of the Gentiles , but 
to the God of his forefathers, who appeared unto himon 
the top of the ladder, and made fo large and loving pro- 
miſe of loye and proteRion unto him. 

And indeede in thus yowing did Iacob yowe aright ; 
for howſoeyer the making of vowes bee noeflentiall part 
of Gods worſhip,binding all mento performe them; yer 
when they are made, they may not without ſacriledge 
bee made to any but God alone, 

Thus the Scripture, DEvT. 23. 21. When thou ſhalt 
vowe a vowe unto the Lord thy God, thou ſhalt not (lacke to pay 
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ſunt, fierr debet, it is the teſtiticarion of a free promiſe made 
unto God of ſuch things as appertaine to his ſpectail wore 
ſhip. 

And diverſe reaſons may bee alledged for the proofe 
of this concluſton. 

1. Tothoſc onely muſt wee vowe,, to whome cnely 
wee mult pray; vowes beeing promiſſiones ardenter oranty : 
but wee muſt pray to God, and to him alone. 

2. To him onely muſt wee vowe, of whome all good 
things are obtained; vowes beeing made for the obtaining 
ſome bleſſings at the hands of God : but every good giving 
and perfett gift comes from God, and him alone, 

3. To him onely muſt wee vowe , who knowes our 
hearts if wee yowe aright, andis able to puniſh us if wee 
faile to performe : but God is onely KagHroypurns, and to 
him onely doth vengeance belong: To him then, and to him 
onely muſt wee make our yowes. 

And here wee juſtly meete with another impiety in pra- 
Riſe inthe Church of Rome, who as they inyocate and 
pray tothe Saints departed, ſo no lefſe doe they make 
vowes unto them; and having vowed, doe no lefſe trite 
ly, nay ofrimes more carefully performe them then the 
vowes made to God himſelfe. Thus one vowes to the 
Virgin Marie, another to Saint Clare, one to Saint Fraun- 
cis, another to Saint Thomas, one to Saint Katherin, ano- 
cher to Saint Clement; yea wee may rot onely ſay in this 

point of them as Ieremiah of the Iſraclices, according to 
the number of thy cities were thy gods O ludah; nor yet one 
ly a5 it was ſaid of the Romanes, that ngule profeſſiones 
babebant propria Numina quibus vovebant, every profeſſi- 
on had their ſeverall Dcitic to whome they yowed ; but 
quot bomzines tot Numina, almoſt as many Sain's as parti» 
cular men, yea as particular occaſions, They have Men= 
Saints, 8& WomeneSaints, Land-Saints, & Sea-Saints,&c, 


| yeafor every (icknes, malady , and diſeaſe , whether of 
Fo Man 
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man or beaſt, they have ſome particular Saint unto whom 
they pray and yowe upon obtaining that they przy for. 
Neither have they cnely particular Saints, bur they 
have their Nationall Saints z ro whom as they aſcr be a 
power of proteCtion, {o doe they borh pray and vowe 
unto them, Thus have they Saint Dennis fie France, Sairt 
ſames fer Spaine, Sairt Paterick for lreland, &c, onely 
roor? Saint George for England have they thruſt out of 
the kalender of Saints. In which particular as wee carnot 
bur laugh at their walice and envie, yet have wee juſt 
cauſe to praiſe G.d for the ſame; who hach turned their 
malice to our Saint George, to the manifeſtation of the 
cruth of o':r profeflion : this beeing our concluſion, That 
howſoever there bee Gods many and Lords many ; ſome by 
adoprion, 2s Kings; ſome by nuncupation, as idols &c. ger 
10 4 there ts but one God the father, of whome are all things 
and wee m him , and one Lord leſus C hrift, by wh. me are all 
things and we by bim; and to this God alone, one in eſſence, 
three in ny God the Father, Sonne, and holy 
Ghcſt, doe we pray and make our vowes, as our Saviour, 
SanRifier , Feeder, and ProteRor; and to him and his ho- 
nour onely, beceing yowed , doe wee faithfully performe 
them. 
3. Thethird generall is quale vetwm , of whar kinde 
and qualitie this vowe of Ia-ob is. And here not to 
ſtand upon the diſt! Aion of vowcs, this by the conſent 
of all is of that kinde which chey call condiciooall : /f God 
wll bee with mee (X06. 
But when 1('y it is a vowe made ſub conditione , wee 
mt not underſtan:! ir, as if it were £ond:tio obligantrs, an 
obligatory con ition: as if he wonl4 nor performe this 
vowe unleTe Gd performe-1 the condition: neither is it 
:0d-t10 d ffidentws,as if nee miſtruſted chat G »d would nor 
pz: forme wiat hee hai promiſed, unl fle hee made this 


vIW* 2 but it is condicio confidentie Of gratitmdints , acon 
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C dition | | 


I «Cor. 2.45,6. 


dition of confident thankfulneflc, a prayer and vowe no 
waies ariſing out of feare and diſtruſt, but out of a full aſ- 
ſurance of fairh: being fully pertwaded that Cod would 
p*r forme what he had promiſed, he is not onely bold co 
begge ar Gods hands for them; bur out of an a(jurance to 
obtaine them, he promiſech by way of thankefulnes, thac 
wheo that time ſhould come, he would then performe 

what he here particularly vowed, | 

From whence, by the way, we may ſce the nature and 
propertie of true faith molt lively expretled , that it is 
Hibr.119% | Cas the Apoltle tells vs ) rve ſubſtance of things hoped for, 
| and the evidence of things not ſeexe, It makes things that 
were & are not,as if they were; & chings many yeares yet 
ro cane, as if they were preſenc, Thus Iacob relying up= 
on the promiſe of God, and belceving his word, doth | 
| preſently aſſure himſelfe of the enjoying, and no lefſe cons | 
fidently doth he promiſe the employing a part of them to ' 
Gods worſhip, as if they had beea? preſent with him. 

Bur to come to the particulars of Iacobs requeſt ( the | 
conditiorall pare of this vowe ) which are foure, anfwee | 
rable tc hisnecd and diftreſle; 

1. Wrwicreas he was now to leave and forſake his fa- 
thers houſe, wherein at that time the true worſhip and | 
ſervice of God was ovely eſtabliſhed and profeſſed ; fo | 
that he ſhould be deprived of all ordinary meanes of 
| knowle ge in ſpirituall things: he defires that God would | 
bee with him extraordinarily to illuminate him with | 
| knowledge, and co conferre upon him all nnnner of ſa- 
| VINg graces. 


2. Whereas by the malice of his brother he was en- | 
| forced to this ſolitarie journey, whereby he was cxpoſed | 
to more then uſual! dangers. he dehr2s Gods ſpe ciall pro- | 
tection, both againſt his brothers malice, and all other | 
dangers, 

2. Becanſe he was to goc intoa firre Conntrey, and 
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| this l;fe we enjoy, a thing which we are ready to forget, 
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knew not what might be his entertainement, and that 
without things neceflary no man can liye ; hedefires of 
God that he would provide him bread to cat,and cloathes 
tO put ON. 
4- Laſtly, his fathers family beeing not onely the then 
preſent Church of God, but that land where he dwelt 
being the land of promiſe, the type and figure of the hea- 
| venly Canaan; he defires that God would in his good 
time returne him thither againe ſafe and found, 
From all which particular requeſts of Iacob, we may 
briefly obſerye theſe generall inftruQions following : 
Firſt, chat he that would have any blefſing from God, 
muſt begge it by humble and heartie prayer; yea, though 
God hath in a ſpeciall manner made promiſe thereof unto 
him. Thus Iacob having but immediately before my Texte 
received Gods promiſe for all theſe things, yet here he 
makes together with a vowe a requeſt unto God for 
them, 
And the reaſons hereof are diverſe : 
1. Becauſe God requires the uſe of the meanes as ful- 
ly as he promiſeth the ende; bur prayer is the meanes or- 
dained by God for the obtaining of his ory v6 eAcke 
and yeſhallbave , ſecke cc, Hence it is called by the Fa» 
thers, Rete gratiarum , ſitula gratie, clavy cli, &c, 
2, The better to put us in minde of our wants, and to 
makeus ackrowledge frem whom we receive what in 
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3. By prayer both the things themſelves we receiye, 
and our perſons are ſanQihed ; they unto us, and we unto 
them: and ſo we receive andenjoy them with more com- 
fort and profit. | 

Second!y, here we learne that aChriſtian may lawſully 
beg, not onely for ſpiricuall bleſſings,bur for benefits rem. 
porall: and the reaſon thereof ( among others) is this ; 
becauſe without a competencie of them , we cannot well 
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performe ſpirituall at-o15 an dnties, thar bring infalli- 
bly truc ot thc Poer, as weitin Divinitic as Moralitie, 
Haud facile emergunt, quorum virtutibus obſtat 

Res anguſta4 dom:e-- 

Our owne experience daily teaching us this truth ; that 
where there is a want of competencie for maintenance, 
there is but ſmall growth inthe knowledge of God, and 
duties of gadiineſle. 

Thirdly, hence we l-arne, qua merſura, in what mea- 
ſure we may and mult pray for temporall things : not for 
ſuperfluitie and abundance, but onely four things neceflary : 
for Jacob requeſts not for varietic of diſhes, or chavge of 
raiment; but onely for bread toecate and cloathes to pur 
on: And the ſame leſſon Paul gives, when he exhortes us 
not to aske ſuperfluitie, but having food and rayment there - 
withall to be content : and ſo our Saviour implies , when he 
reaching us to pray, bids us only pray for our daily bread: 
Curparum non eft ſatis , nibil et ſats, him chat a ſufficiency 
ſufticeth not , nothing will content. In the begging there- 
fore temporall bleſſings, if we wil ſo aske as to receive,we 
mult either pray with Agur, Give us Lord neither povertie 
nor riches, but feede 4 with foode convenient for us; or with 
Iacob inmy text, for bread to eate, and cloathes to put on, 

Fourthly, hence we learne, quo orame, in what order we 
are to pray for temporall bleſſings : not in the fuſt place 
before ſpirituall; but firſt with Iacob here for ſpiritual, 
then for temporall : thus Chriſt in teaching us to pray, 
direQs us firlt to pray that Gods name may be hallowed 5c. 
and then to pray for daily bread; and Matth. 6. Querite 
prmam regnum Dei &c. ſeeke firſt the kingdome of God, 
and the righteouſreſſe thereof, &c, And this order is ob- 
ſervable inthe metho e of Iſaacs bleſſing his rwo ſonnes 
Iacob and Eſau; where bleſſing Iacob, he firſt bleſſeth bim 
with the deawe of heaven, ard then with the farneſſe of the 


_— — 


earth; as being the nature of heavenly mindes to preferre 
| ny 
heaven - 
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heavenly things before earchly : bur in blefſſing Eſan, he 
bleſſerh him firſt with the fatzeſſe of the earth, and then 
with the deawe of beaves; this being their ſong , Queren- 
da pecunia primumeſt, hiclt fecke gold, then God, 
Latily, in that lacob requeits here at Gods hands 
for al! thele particulars ; hence we learne, that without 
Gods ſpeciall blethng we cannot provide for our ſelyes 
the lealt things neceilary for this |:f2; but whatſoever we 
have and enjoy, we have it from God and him alone:thus 
S. Tames tells u+ that we receive all things from above from 
the Father of lights, alwell the good gizrug , as the perfect 
orft; h2 being the author not onely cf bleſſings ſpiritual, 
but of benefits temporall; giving not onely grace to obey 
his will, but as the Pſalmilt ipeakes, Dat e/cam ecorum, he 
gives us meate induc ſeaſon; and Solomon tels us, on efF 
pants ſapizitr, be amannever fo wiſe, yet he i; not able of 
himſclfz to ſupyly his owne wants, no not fo much as 
with bread; it is not in him that willeth, nor in him that 
runneth, nor in him that planteth, nor in him that water- 
eth; ſed zpſe e5F qui dat [emen ſewgenti, © panem manducan- 
tt, he gives us both ſeed to ſow, anJ he it is that hkewiſe 
gives us bread againe of that ſeed : and without his bleſ- 
fing all our labour is but loft, and all we get pat into 4 
broken barge. - 
Theule of all which,in a word, is to make us acknow- 
ledge our owne wants and weakeneſle,and to caſt our care 
upon God, as our onely helper; to pray unto him in that 
meaſure, after that manner and order, and to that end, as 
he hath preſcribed; and having obtained at Gods hands 
ſuch mercies and bleſſings as we requeſted from him, let 
us confefle with David, that what ſoever wee have recerved, 
we have received it at Gods hands; and intoken of our true 
thankefulnefſe, with Tacob here, _ unto him not onely 
our ſelves, but a part of that he ſhall or hath given us, to 


his tpeciall honour and ſervice, | 
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And thus come we to the laſt generall part of this text, 


namely, the matter of Iacobs yowe, or the things particue 
larly vowed; They ſhall the Lord bee my God, &5c, 
In which generall, Iacob vowes 4 particulars, 

7. That the Lord ſhall bee his God. 2. That thar pil 
lar ſhould bee called Gods houſe. 3. Becauſe Golds wor- 
ſhip and ſervice could not be performed without mainte- 
nance , hee vowes thzt of all whatſoever God ſhould 

ive him, hz would ſurely give a tenth unto God againe. 
[n the firſt hee vowes inward , in the two latter outward 
worſhip; inthe firſt hee yowes himſeltc, inthe two latter 
his labour and goods. 

Then ſhall the Lord be my God: that is, then will T feare 
God, and him aboveall; rhen willI love God, and him a» 
bove all; then will I acknowledge God co bee the gui 
der, governour,and giver of all things; of whomeT have 
received whatſoever I ſhall pofſefſe: and as I will put my 
truſt in him and him alone; ſo will I pray unto him, and 
him onely for whatſoever I ſhal mob. This I take to be 
the ſenſe and meaning of rhe words in generall. Neither 
muſt wee underſtand theſe words ſpoken de futwr onely , 
as if Iacobdid not in preſent acknowledge the Lord for 
his God; bur Iacob vowing this mores a , vowes the 
performance of adouble dury neceflary to bee obſerved 
inthe practiſe of all Chriſtians in the manner of rendring 
thankes to God for his bleſſings, 

Firſt, with what kinde of worſhip hee would firſt and 
principally labour to manifeſt his thankefulnes; namely, as 
he begged firft atGods hands for ſpirituall bleſſings, ſo he 
would principally labour co manifeſt the truth of his 
thankefulnes by rendring untoGod the inward devotion 
and ſpirituall worſhip of his heart and ſoule, as being that 
which God principally requires, and without which all 
the duties wee performe are no waies pleaſing unto him, 
he beeing, as Saint Ambroſe well obſerverh, no cortices 
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ſed cordis Dexs, Lord not onely of the body,but chiefly & 
principally of the ſoule; hee beeing not onely Pater ſpiri« 
num, but hinfelfe a ſprrit 3 and therefore muſt be wor- 
ſhiped in {Firit and trath; thus wildome exhorts, thus 
David promiſeth, thus the bleſſed Virgin praCtiſed, and 
thus muſt all Chriſtians ftcllow. Frtr M1 , my ſonnegive 


per tothe ſame, whereby and wherewith wee.muft firſt 
and principally praiſe God our Saviour, Feeder and Pro- 
rector, 

Secondly , Iacob in yowing this particular , yoweth 
what ſhould be the extent and continuation of his thank- 
fulnes;namely,that the Lord ſhould not now onely be his 
God, when he Rood in want and necefſitie, when hee ood 
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mee thy heart, it muſt bee the fonler magrificar, the ſpiriss | 
rejoycmg, With the ſpeciall parts of Gods worſhip pro- | 


in extraordinary neec} of his helpe; but even then when 
God ſhowld beitowe thete mercies in ſuch abundance that 
hce ſhould have whatſoever hee needed, or could defire, 
yet then ihoul4 rhe Lord bee his God : nay further, his 
thankefiilncs all be an{werable io Gods mercie and bleſ. 
fings: the more God truſted him with his mercies, the 
more would he put his truſt and confidence in Godzagaine, 
the more Go manifeſted his love towards him in feeding 
him with his goodnes, the more would hee loye and ſerve 
God againe; the more God ackrowledged him for his 


ſome by multiplying his bleſſings upon him, the more 
would he feare, reverence, and obey him, and with more 
confidence and aſſurance pray unto himzyca then he would 
not onely give unto God the inward devotion of his ſoule, 
but he would labour to teftifie his thankefulnefſe before 
men, by doing and performing theſe outward ations of 
building God an hceuſe, and of paying unto God a part, a 
tenth of ail that he ſhould receive from him, 

The which two particulars in Iacobs practiſe, as they 
ſerve for a patternc & preſident to all men in the rendring 
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of thankes unto God for his bleſſings ( rhele particular 
praQiſes in him being recorded for our in(truRtion and cx- 
ample); ſo ſerve they torip up and lay open the great im- 
pietie and unthanketulnes cf theſe dayes; wherein as men 


| offend againſt the firſt of rheſe rules ( our generall pro- 


feſſion of religion, and Cariftianitie, and practiſe of holy 

duties , conſiſting more in ſhadow and olour, then in 

truth and ſubſtance, more in the outward duties, thea in 

the inward truth and finceritie of our hearts ); ſo doe wee 

molt evidently teſtifie the ſame in finning againſt the ſe- 

ccnd rule obſcryable in Iacobs pratiſe;zheing ſofarre from 
this conſtancie, trem this ſquaring our thankcfulnes an- 
{werabl- tz Gods mercies, that God may more truely ſay 
of us then h: dilof the ewes, arleflus mens imp nguatus 
recalcitravit, my beloved waxing fatrt ſpurned with his 
hecle againſt inee. Never any Nation an people ſo abun 

dantly bleſt with all manner of bl-f:ngs, never ary people 
walking ſo rebelliouſly and Rubbor: ly againſt od: our 
times being no whit unlike the times of the Tewes, where- 
of the Propher Iſaiah complai:zes, for we have drurke mn: 
miquitie like water and drawne ſine with cart-roper ; being 
drunken, nay drowned, not onely in che par icular ns of 
our owne Nation;but we have irunke fo deeply of the fn.s 
of all otier Nations that we exceed them intheir wicked 

nes; ſo that we may ſay more trucly of theſe our times, 
then Saint unter his, thar empaya periculoſa ner mo- 
do inſtant, ſed extant, the perilous times ſpoken of by our 
taviour Chriſt are not one'y inftant but exrant. Charitic 
never rore cold, iniquity inall places, amorgſt all ſorts, 
rankes,& degrees never inore abounding.l ſh l!. ot need 
to particularize : our ſinnes are written !nour faces and 
in cnr apparrell; they are written in our goips; they are 
writtzn on our rabl:s, in our tra-!es,0nour wives,children 


& ſer» ants: our tongues boldly ralke them,our h:nds con 
fidenily at them, our feet -riinne ſwiftly to the execution 
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of them, and our bodies evidently ſhew them in ugly,pu- 
trified, and loathſome diſeaſes; yea there is not one finne 
that any member can a& or contra, whether againſt God 
or man,that isnot in a ſhamefull manner,and with an high 
hand committed in theſe our daies: all which give us juſt 
cauſe to feare, that as wee are fallen into thoſe evill times 
Chriſt propheſied ſhould happen inthe latter daies; ſothe 
cvils threatned in thoſe times ſhould ſpeedily fall up- 
on us: the which that wee may prevent, let us with all 
ſpeed call ro minde Gods manifold mercies from time to 
time multiplied upon us, and proportionour thankefulnes 
according to the ſame; let us acknowledge with Iacob,the 
Lord to be our God; and in token that wee doe it from our 
hearts, let us make it apparant by our outward aRions; as 
ſpecially with Iacob,by building Gods houſe, and return- 
ing to God the tenth of what hee ſball give us, for the 
better maintenance of his worſhip and ſervice therein, 

And thus wee come tothe two laſt particulars yowed 
here by Tacob, which 1 will joyntly handle together, 

The firſt is that that Rone which hee had then reared 
ſhould be called Gods houſe , that is, the place where be 
would publickely worſhip God, and offer ſacrifice. 

The ſecond, that he would give a tenth unto Gog for 
the maintenance of this his worſhip;and that not of ſome 
part of his goods, as of his eſtate perſonall, or prediall; 
but of all whatſoevec God ſhall give him, hee would ſure- 
ly give the tenth unto God againe, 7 orm quod es debes ei 
4 quo kabes omnia: as all that wee have either concerning 
ſoule or body we receiveit from God, and from him a- 
lone, ſo ought we to teſtifie our thankefulnes with all that 
we havezit being not ſufficient,as Auguſtine hath well ob- 
erved, that we ferve God tots vorw,with the inward de- 
votion of the heart alone; but we muſt ſerve and worſhi 
bim rorss obrs, evenin and with the performance of toſs 
outward actions he requires at our hands, with our bo- 
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dies, and our goods: nay as wee ſay of faith and workes, 
There may be workes without faith, though not proper- 
ly good, yet whereſocver there is true faith it will beevi- 
dent in the practiſe of good workes; fo howloever there 
may be the outward worſhip withour the inward, yer if 
the imvard be ſincere, it will manife(t ir {clfe inthe duries 
of outward worſhip:if the heart once ſay vente, adorem, 
come: let us worthip; the rongue and knee will preſently 
anſwer,etiam & genus flettamns,let ns kneele likewiſe and 
fall downe before God: if Davids heart be once fixed and 
preparcd, his lure and harpe will be called preſcntly to a- 
wake to joyne in the worſhip of God with him: and if Ia- 
cob once zcknowledge the Lord for his God, hee wil pre- 


ſeatly reſolve to build him an houſe, and vowe unto him 
a tenth of all that God ſhall give unto him. 

Bur to paſſe from this generall to the particulars here 
vowed : where from Iacobs praiſe in my text, I lay 
downe this concluſion, neceſſary in the knowledge and 
proRife of all Chriſtians, That the beſt aRions we can do 
( reſpeCing outward worſhip ) to teſtifie our thankeful 
nes to God for thoſe extraordinary bleſſings we dayly re- 
ceive from him, is to build, repaizxe, and maintaine 
Churches and Chappells, places for the publicke worſhip 
and ſervice of God, and duely and traely to pay unto God 
the tenth of whatſoever God ſhall beftow upon us, for 
maintenance of his Miniſters, for the performance of che 
parts of his worſhip and ſervice thercin, 

The truth of which conciufion will appeare evident by 
the precepts of God & praQtiſe of Gods Saints in all ages, 
both before the law, under the law, and ſince, in the'times 
of the Goſpell. Before the law, we have the examples of 
all the Patriarches, who alwaics erected altars in all pla- 
ces where they abode, for the offering of ſacrifices, and 


the performance of other parts of publicke worſhip, and 
that by Gods ſpeciall command: as when the Lord had 


brought 
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| brought the children of Iſracll by a firong hand out of E- 
 gypr, and delivered them ſafe from their enemies hands; 
' the firſt and principa!l thing God requires at their hands, 
| by w:y of thanketulnes, was the building of the taberna- 
| cle; and oeing built he gives command, Lt v r T.19. 30. 

and 26.2,that they ſhould keepe bis Sabbaths,and reverence 
| his SantFuary, promiſing great bleflings upon ſo doing; & 
| as God commanded, ſo they labourcd to teftifie their love 
' & thankfulnes by thcic bountifull offering to that worke, 
| When the Lord had d:livered David out of all his trou- 
| bles , and had ſetled him in peacein his Kingdome, he chu- 
| ſeth chis as the chiefeit argument to teſtifie his love and 
; thankefulnes, the building of a ſetled temple; and there- 
tore makes a ſolemne vow,and bindes it with an oath, that 
he will not exter inte the tabernacle of his houſe, nor come np- 
on the pallet of his bed, nor ſuffer bs eyes toſleepe, nor bis head 
to take any reſt untill hee had found out aplace, an houſe for 


in his fathers kingdome, and had made him many promi- 


his cthankefulnes, bur in building the temple, which his 
father had promiſed, and from which he was by God pro. 
hibired? And of all his worthy a&ts,and honourable epi- 
thers, none doth more commend him thecnthe building of 
th? temple;SoLomonNSs TEMPLE, 

When Cyrus came once to know, and underſtand, that 
it was the God of Ifſrac! that had given him victorie over 
all tis enemics, and made him triumph over ſo many Na- 
tions and Kingdomes, preſeu ly in token of thanketulnes 
he releafech the I-wes out of captivitie, commands them 
with all ſpeede toreedifie the Temple,reſtoring not onely 
all the veſſels which Nebrchadnezzar had carried away, 
but commanding it ſhould be built at the charges of h.s 
owne tr-2ſurie; And both Cyrus, Darius, and Ariaxerxes 
(all which three had their hands in the worke) have their 


the God of lacob, When God had letled Solomon his ſonne þ 
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hiſtories recorded by the Spirit of God, to their high re- | 
nowne, and eyerlaſting memorie, When the Iewes come 
ro entreat Chriſt, that he would goe and heale the Centu.. 
rions ſervant, what argumer:t doe they bring ro moove 
Chriſt, but that he /ovedtheig Nation? And how doe they 
proove it? He had built them a Synagogue. And as for hatter 
apes inthe time of the Goſpel, witneſle all the curious 
and wel-built Churches and Chappels throughout all the 
parts of Chriſtendome, which bave beene builc by the 
Saints of God, as arguments of their zeale and deyotion, 
and in thankefulnefle to God for his bleſſings conferred 
upon them. Neither have wee the praQife of the Saints 
alone, but the yery heathen, who have alwayes account 
ed theereRing of Temples as works of greateſt holines, 
and as teſtimonies of greateſt thankefulneſſe to the Dei- ! 
ties; all their Temples being either memorie ſacra, or ho- 
ori dedicata, built and dedicated to the honour of their 
idol gods, and by way of chankefull remembrance for 
ſuch benefits they conceited they received from and by 
them. And as God hath commanded, and men out of che 
light both of religion and nature have accounted the ere. 
Cting , repayring , and maintaining the places of Gods 


eee, 


worſhip, as arguments of true devotion and thankeful- 
nefſe to God tor his extraordinarie metcics; ſo no leſſe | 
hath God from time to time commanded: no lefle carefull / 
have menin all ages been to eadowe them and their Mini- 

ers with large and liberall maintenance, and that with 
Tacob here,by giving atenth of all that God from time to 
time beſtowed upon them, Thus the Lord,Ex o 0.21.29 
Decimas tuas & primitias twas, &c, Thouſhalt not delay to 
offer thy tithes, the firſt of thy ripe fruites, and of thy l:quors, 
the firſt borne of thy ſonnes ſhalt thou give unto me. Lt y,27, 
30. All the tithe of the land, whether of the [cede of the land, 
or of the fruit of the tree,gs the Lords, it is holy unto the Lord, 
Lzvir,27-32. And concerning the tithe of the hearde or of 


the 


he ie ek we ns 


' 


5 « LI F—_ 


| The true Hiſtorie of Tithes. 19 


the flocks, even of whatſoever paſſeth under the rod, the tenth 
ſhall bee holy wnto the Lord, Nvs, 18.20.21. Thow (hate 
bave no inberitance in their land, neitber (halt thou have any 
art among themy I amiby part and thine mberitance: and | 
behold I bave given the children of Levi ail the temb in 1ſraell 
for an inheritance for their ſervice which they ſerve, even the 
| ſervice of the Tabernacle of the congregation, Inall which 
| { places we finde God claiming the tithes to be his; & that | 
not onely jure creations, by right of creation, nor jwre po- 
| teſtatis, becauſe hee hath the diſpoſing of all ; for ſo the 
whole is Gods: but jwre proprietatis & reſervationis, inre- 
ſpect of the very proprietie thereof, and by way of reſer- 
| vation; becauſe, having given all the reft tothe ſonnes of 
| men, hee hath reſcrved unto himſelfe the tenth to beſtow 
| where he willz and that he hath beſtowed on the Minifter 
| ſerving at the altar, And hence itis, thatMa x a C348, 
| 9. 10. the Propher tells the people, they were car/edwith # 
| Curſe, becauſe they had robbed God in not paying their tithes 
41d offerings, And for the praQtiſe of Gods Saints; witnes 
Abraham and Izcob before the law, the praftiſe of che 
Iewes under the law throughout their tribes anl genera- 
tiens,, ſo long as they waiked uprightly with God, and | 
went not a whoring after their own inyentions. For witnes 
hereof rake one torall, 2,Cu n 0.31. the practiſe of the | 
| Iewes under the Reigne and” reformation of Hezekiah: | 
wherein foure things are remarkeablc; | 
1, That ſo ſooneas ever Hezekiah had deſtroyed ido. 
latry, and eltabliſhed the true worſhip of God, in thenext 
place hee takes order for the peoples payment of tithes, 
firlt fruits, & offerings;as being that without which Gods 
| worſhip was not perfeR, nor God truely praiſed, yers.4, 
2. The peoples readines and liberall bounty inthe per- | 
formance of this duty, vers.5, 6, eAnd as ſoone as the com- 
mandement came abroad , the children of Iſrach brought is | 
abundance,the firſt frmits of corne wine, and ozle,and honey o& 
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great and abundant (tore was in ſo ſhort a time garhered 
rogether ; vamely, that ſince the people began to bring 
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of al the increaſe of the field che, mtimating that where the | 
worſhip of God is fincere, there tithes are will:ngly and 
readily paide, 


3. Thercaſon alledged by the Prieſt why and how fo 


the offerings into the houſe of the Lord, the Lord ad 
blefled his people; teaching us that the paying of tith«s 
increaſcth Gods bleſſings, and Gods ble(hngs increaſing 
ought to make us increaſe in that duty, verſ. 9. 10, 

4+ Though there was plenty and abundance, more then 
the preſent nced required, yet Hezekiah & his Princes did 
not cauſe it to be carried into their private treaſuries and 
ſtore-houſes; but commanied ic ſhould be kept for the 
uſe and benefit of the Prieſts & Levites in the ftore-houſe 
of the Temple, verſe rr. 12. If any ſhall objeR thar 
this was for the ſecond tithe onely, not for the tithe of in- 
heritance; I anſwer, if they were ſo ftrict inthe payment 
of this tiche,which was a ſecond full ſupernumerary tithe 
ove and aboye the firſt; then much more in the payment 
ot the firſt, which God challenoeth as his right of inheri- 
trance, & which they never omicted topay when the other 
were generally negleted, as may bec gathered, Nx - 

HEMIAH 12, 

Neither is the Goſpel] withour either precepr or pra- 
Riſe for the neceſſary performance of this dutieg witnes 
the-manner of Chrilt his ceprooving the Scribes and Pha 
riſes, MATT. 23. 2%. where he infers a neceſſitie of 
rything,evenin the fmalle(t matrers, whether wee unders 

and the phraſe actively or paſſively, eicher in the payer 
jor receiver; Woe unto you'soriber ard Phariſes, Hypocrites ; 
(a 09 lu4737e, for you pay titbe of mint, avid aniſe, and chns. 
mine, bave omitzed the weigniormuttors of the Law; judo e- 
ment, mercie, and faith + Theſe things ought ye to have done, 


143d not to leave the other undone, Neither will it ſuffice to 
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objeR agaiult the rext,that the Ceremonial! law was then 
in force, and ſo Chriſt might july commant it : for firſt, 
how will they anfwere that diſtinction of Angultine; { e- 
remonts legs ante Chriſtum nec mortue erant, nec mortifere; 
poſt promn/74ationem Evangetn, & mortiee of mortifere; inter 
paſſi nem Chri/lt c> promwlgationem, mortue, ſed non more 
tifere, The ceremonies of the Lawe before Chrilt were 
neither dead, nor dea1ly; afrer the promulgation of the 
Go(pell, both d:ad, and deadly ; berwixt Chriſts pafſion 
and the promul-zation of the Goſpel! , dead, but not dead- 
[y? Where by the paſſhonof Chriſt we underſtand, not his 
paſſion zl fo, > his ſuffering upon the crofſe, when 
hee breatncd our , together with his conſummaram eſt, his 
life; but the whole time of his (ſuffering here upon earth , 


| 


eſpecially from the time of Tohnthe Baptiſts beginning to 
preach, and Chriſt his Baptitme : at what time the cere- 
monies of the lawe began to be dead qgwoad neceſſitatem , 
inregard of the neceſſary obſervance of them ; howſoever 
goad conveniertia Of vinculnw tharitatis,inreſpe@ of con= 
yeniencie and to avoide ſcandall, the obſervation of them 
was not deadly; according tothart of Chrift, MatT.rr,17. 
All the Law & the Prophets propheſiea mnrill lohn:and that of 
Paul G a 1.3.24-25.Tbs lawe was our Schoolmaſter to Chriſt, 
but after that farth is come we are no more under the School. 
maſter, Wherc by the Law and the Prophets is underftood 
tora CAMs politia ſen economia, & conſt;turio Saceraothi, 
the whole regiment of Moſes Lawe, not onely Ceremoni-. 
all an4 Indiciall, but Morall likewiſe, fo tarre forth as ir 
wasto be abrogate,together with the I cgall Preifthood; 
So that if Chrilt had held the payment of tithes as a duty 
of the Ceremoniall law,he would never have ſet a # upon 
chem, and have taught them as a duty neceffary, which 
ought to bee done, and not left undone, 

Bur that I may remoove all ſcruple, in the ſecond place 
let us conſider that our Saviour C hrift makes not the pay- 
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ment of theſe tithes a Ceremoniall lawc,but a Morall, yea 
an Evangelicall lawe ,of the ſame nature wich judgement, 
mercy,and faith; diſtinguiſhing them onely ſecundum ma. 


ſþeciem, differ not the kinde. Belides this of Chriſt, Paul 
1-C o R 49. prooves by nine forcible arguments the nece(- 
fity of the Miniſters maintenance now in the time of the 
Goſpell, & bow it ought to bee done. Ani GaLa T.,6.6, 
ſeconding lacobs vow inthis place, Let him chat s taught 
communicate nnts him that texcheth,not in ſome particular 
kinde, nor yet in grolſe a competency out of che whole ; 
but & T#011 ayadois, in all by goods, or in all good things. 
And as for practiſe, witnes the liberalicy of the Saints in 
the very dayes of the Apoſtles;who are ſaid to ſell all chey 
had and to lay the price at the Apoſtles feere , for their 
maintenance, and relcife of the poore diſtreſſed brethren, 
And in ſucceeding a7es as the Churches increaſed ard ob- 
rayned peace, ſo did the Saints according to the rule of 
Gods worde, and practiſe of the Saintes,cftabliſh a ſerled 
maintenance of tithes for Gods Miniſters, as that portion 
of inheritance which God had allotted them, and which 
might not bee detained without ſacriledge. The truth | 
whereof will appeare by the unanimous conſent of all the 
auncient and trucly religious Fathers of the Church in all } 
ages, with the generall praQiſe of the Saints in all pla- 
ces, where and ſo long as religion was purely and fincere- 
ly taught and profeſſed. Nether have we onely the con- 
ſeat of holy Church both ia doQtrine and praRiſe, but of 
the very heathen, enforcing the neceſſicie of this duty ; | 
Thus Feſtus, as epitomized by Paulus Diaconus, ſpeaking 
of thecuſtomesof the Romanes, tells us that decima gue- 
gue veteres Diis (ui offercbant , the auncient gaye 
tithe of all unto their Gods, I know the Tithes-Hiſtorian 
together with Ioſeph Scaliger , feare not to accuſe Paulus 


— 


— 


Diaconus of barbariſme and fallification of Feſtus,ard to | 
correct 


| cnely, but of other Nations likewiſe: and howſoever by 
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| corre his authority; the one putting out q#ueque, and ſo 
denies the generality of tithes of all thinges given by all 
men,reſtrayning both perſons and tithes to ſore particu- 
lars; the other changing Dies ſus into uni ran'wm Heren- 
lr, as if tithes were payd by the Romanes to Hercules on- 
ly : but by what authority or ſound ground I know nor : 
for mine owne part, I ſee no reaſon why Paulus Diaconus 
ſhould nor bee as worthy of credit as either, yea as both 
of them; ſure I am the world , and the learned of thoſe 
times wherein he lived, accounted him a man of as great 
knowledge and judgement, and as worthy of credit, as 
either is Divine Scaliger , or Antique Mr, Selden, Be. 
t:des,ſay the mans 4s) given tithes to Hercules onely; 
yet Feſtus ſpeakes not of the cuſtome of the Romanes 


his Hlence he ſeems to conſent with Scaliger in the corre- 
Aion of Paulus Diaconus for #»: tantum Hereul:; yet him- 
{elfe confeſſeth, that neither the Romanes, nor their next 
neighbours did tithe oncly to Hercules; but theſe their 
arbitrary vowes and thankergivings ( Ipeake in the Hiſto- 
rians language ) were ſometimes alſo payd to other Deitres, 
whereof hee names diverſe particulars. Next to the au: 

thority of Feſtus, hee brings inthe praQtiſe of the Greci- 
ans, for generall conſznt. Thus Harpocration, who faith 
that the Grecians uſed to tithe the ſpoyles of warre Ti; 
$207, 10 the Gods, And another , /t was a Greeks cnſtome 

'0 conſecrate the tithes of their abundance Toi; Seeig, to 
the Gods m generall,wichout exception, or limitarioneicher 
of things or perſo''s, by whom or to whom, as gene- 

rall every whit as Feſtus. And the ſame Deities (as * Ca- 

rolus Sigorius hath well oE-ſcrved ) beeing. worſhipped a= 
mongt the Romanes, whic!: were amonglt the Grecians: 

and the Romanes no whit inf-riour in ſuperſtitious pierie 

'o the Grecians;it is not likely, but as they devoted theme 
(elves totheir Gods, ſothey worſhipped them with the 
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ſelfe ſame worſhip, and payd them tithe as fully as the 

G:ecians. Many other particulars might bee alledged our 

of heathen ftories toinforce this point, as how thoſe who 

oavenot of their increa{e were called 730, irreligion peo- 

ple, not —_—_— without piety, who never eſcaped pu- 

niſhment for their Atheiſme: yea wee (hall read of mary 
fearefull judgements that fell upon ſuch perſons who were 
negligent in the performance of this duty ro the Gods. 
B.tI referre the Reader to Mr, Mouncague, and M-. Sel- 
dens owne hiſtory , where you ſhall finde ſufficient 
in this kinde. And the reaſon of theſe firange puniſh- 
ments inflicted upon thoſe that robbed the heathen Gods 
is well given by LaRantius z God ( faith he ) puniſhed this 
ſinne of ſacrileage among the heathens , becauſe though 
hee cared not for an ijurie done to an 1dol, yet he would 
make men aſraid of withdrawing any thing from, him-, 
whome they in their blinde \nagement ws for the true 
God. Bur to paſſe from theſe inſtances, and come to the 
anſwering of ſuch obj:Qions as are broughc agiinſt the 
neceſſiry of performing of what Iacob here vowes, The 
firſt objection is made 2gainft the necefſitie of the place 
of Gods worſhip,the ſecond againſt the payment of tithes. 
The firſt is this; God is preſent in all places, and hath nor 
Chriſt raught us, that God dwells not in temples made with 
herds but whereſoever two or three are gathered together in | 
bus name there w.ll be be in the mi2ſt of them?To whar end and | 
purpoſe thenneed wee build Churches and Chappels, for 
Gods warſhip to bee performed in ? Firlt wee confefle 
that of the Schoole to be mcſt infallibly true, that evter, 
preſenter Dexe hic & wubique potenter, all things are com- 
manded by Gods power, all things are open to his fght , 
all thing are filled wich his preſ-ncehee is preſert in tea» 
ren by his gloricus Majeſtie chearing «nd blefſing his glo- 
rious Saints and Angels; he is preſent in bell by his power 


and juſtice, puniſhing the wicked finners and devils; he is 


preſent 


u—_ 


= 


The true Hiſtorie of Tubes. 


preſent inall the world, feeding & ordering all boch good 
and bad by bis providence: yer ſuſceprmus Deus miſere- 
cordiam tuam in med:o templi tui;his Church,his Sanctuary, 
that is his C#ria Gratie his gratious court of mercic; ther- 
in after a more diverſe way,and thereinafter a more ſpeci 
all manner is he preſent ro and with his Saints upon earth, 
then inall other places whatſoever. Againe true it is,that 
Dew nonhabitat templis manufattis, God is not circum- 
ſcribed within Temples made with hands, but #bicangque 
whereſover men are met together in his name, he will 
heare and anſwer them: yet at /erwſalem is bis Santtuary, 
at Salem 1s bis Tabernacle; that is the place which hee 
hath choſeri for himſelfs, wherein to pur his name ; 
that is the place whereunto the people ſhall reſort to 
worſhip him; not only to ofter their ſacrifices and prayers 
toobtaine his bleſſings, but to praiſe him for his benefirs 
received fron him. Neither let any man objc& and ſay 
won nunc ut olins, this was true of the materiall Temple 
and Tabernacle before Chriſt his comming , but not ſo 
now:for Go hath not left his Church,he hath not forſak- 
en his SanQuary; but as Chriſt himſelfe oncarth, honou- 
red the Temple and the Synagogues with his preſence and 
preaching, and as the Saintes of God fince ( and that no 
doubt by the direRionof Gods Spirit) have ercted and 
dedicated places to an i for his ſpeciall worſhip;fo is God 
in a ſpeciall manner preſent inthem more then in others : 
nay, as wee have a common ſaying of the win:!e,, thar if 
chere bee any thing ſtirring it is moſt eyident about the 
Church; ſo if there bee any flats fpirriys, If God bee avy 
where preſent( as hee is every where) hee is ſpecially pre- 
ſent ro and with his Saints, art fuch time 4s they are af- 
ſembled rogether in his Church and Temple, to heare his 
holy w.-rd, toreceive his bleſſed Sacraments, by prayers 
and prayſcs to worſhiv him fot his bleſſings: Thus how- 
ſoever the ereQing of Churches &c. are nor neceſſary ne- 
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ceſſitate abſoluta , becauſe in time of perſecution on: 
locus eft Deo ſacer, all places are his, bee it in houſe or 
fiel:|, where his Saints are aſſembled: yet are they neceſ- 
ſary neceſſitate condutionata; when wee may enjoy them , 
wee muſt provide them, and beeing provided , honour 
and reycrence them, even as the houſe of God, his holy 
Sanctuary, 

The ſecond objeQion is made againſt the Miniſters 
maintenance, and that not in generall; for there is none {0 
impiouſly ſacrilegious, that will denie ( at leaſt in words) 
the neceſſity thereof; but the queſtion is about the rule of 
proportion and law, whereby they are due toGod, and 
from him to his Miniſters; whether by the Divine Morall 
law of God,or by yertue of humane lawes and Ecclefialti- 
| call conſtitutions; whether ſecundum rotam, a proportion 
anſwerable to the Leviticall Pricſthood, or whether ſe. 
cuandum quotam, inthe ſame full due & Kinde as they were 
paid to the Leviticall Prieſthood, The adverſaries of God 
and his tithes, hold and maintaine the law for tithes abro- 
gate, as Tudiciall, and Cercemoniall; and ſo the paiment in 
that q#074 to be yoide, and the law for paiment onely Ci- 
vill and humane. 

For anſwer hereof wee confeſle, that if they ſpeake of 
the maintenance of the Leviticall Pricſthood in generall, 
we deny not but there were ſome things in their qwora 
partly Ceremonial! , partly Tudiciall, and foto us are now 
abrogate; ſuch were their primitie taken inthe ſtrict ſenſe, | 
their parts of ſacrifices, their ſpeciall & particular Cities, | 
their having their tithes gathered and brought home at 
the colts and charges of the owners, their parts and porti- 
ons inthe fecoh1 annuall tithe, and in the tithe of every 
third yeare; but for the firlt tithe, which is the tithe called 
the tithe of inheritance, that is, the tithe of all increaſe 
( vine parts duely and truely deduted ) which was given 
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by Gol tothe Pricſts and Levires; to ſay this is abrogate, | 
as 
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as being a Ceremoniall or Tudiciall law, tying men to the 
paiwent thereof during onely the time of the Leviticall 
Prieſthood, and continuance of the Tewiſh Politie, is moſt 
falſe and erroneous. And that I ſpeake no more then I ſhal 
be able to proove, I will lay downe three Concluſions; 

Firſt, that the law for paiment of the tithe was not fim- 
ply Ceremoniall or Iudiciall, binding the paiment onely 
tothe Iewiſh Prieſthood, 

Secondly, that the tenth is that proportion which is 
ſimply due unto Gods worſhip and ſervice, 

Thirdly, that the paiment of tithes for the gquv74is a 
Divine Morall law, yet ſtanding in force to binde all Chri. 
ſtians to pay them unto the Evangelicall Prieſthood. 

That the law for paiment of tithes was never ſimply 
Ceremoniall &c. is thus prooved; 

If the law binding to pay the tenth for the quota, were 
barely Ceremoniall or Judiciall, then were tithes onely 
due to the Leviticall Prieſthood: but the tenth was not 
onely due to the Leviticall Prieſthood: ergo,&c, The con- 
ſequent of the ma/or is undeniable,the minor is thus proo- 
ved; That which of due was paid to another Prieſthood, 
and that by the Leviticall Pricſthood, was not onely pro- 
per and duc unto them: but tithes were paide by the Levi- 
ticall Prieſthood of due to another, even to him that wag 
the type of the Evangelicall Prieſthood: thereforenot due 
onely to the Levites, The miner is thus | mes Thar 
which was paid by Abraham to Melchiſedeck, was paid 
by the Levitcs to another Prieſthood:bur tithes were paid 
by Abraham to Melchiſedeck: ergo, &c. 

This argument Paul urgeth, Hebr, 7, where compar. 


ing the Prieſthood of Chriſt with Aarons, he makes this 
one argument to proove Chrilt his Pricfthcod the vrearcr, 
inthat Levi in Abraham paid tithes unto Meichiſedeck, 
who was the Typicall Prieſt of the New Teſtament. 
Whereas the Hiſtorian objeAts that Abr:-ham paid tithes 
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onely of the ſpoyles of warre, not of all his ſubRance, the 
word «xgoline ſignifying onely the tithe of ſuch ſpoyles; 
Firſt, 1 anſwer that both the text of Geneſis, Chap. 14. 
29. and HE B R+ 7. 2. ſpeake in generall rearmes, that 
Abraham gave tithes cf all; and as for the word axeo3ive, 
to fignifie onely che ſpoylzs of warre, the Tithes-Hiftori- 
an is not at ary agreement with himſelfe ( neither indeed 
can he bee ; the word bearing alarger fignification ); and 
therefore I will not ſtand to ailwer it. But ſay we ſhould 
graunt that at this time when Abraham mer Mclchiſe- 
deck, he gave the tithe onely of the y”_ of warrez yet 
chat infringeth not, bur at other times hee paid tithes of 
all, And that may appeare firſt by the emphaſis of the A- 
poſile, Hebr. 7. 4. where he ſpeakes of the paiment of 
theſe tithes of the ſpoyles, as of a gtcater and more cmi- 
nent ation then the paying of ordinary tithes of his 
ground, ſaying, Now conſider bow great this man was, unto 
whom the Patriarch gave the tenth , not onely of his ordina- 
ry ſubſtance,but & & 7b Sexe Thu U 7s axgobiviay, even the 
tenth of the ſpoiles. Neither will that allegation ſuffice that 
is made by Mr. Cartwright in his Annotations upon the 
Rhemes Teſtament, that the paiment cf tithes was a cere- 
woaiall thing, whereby was fignified that wee ina tenth 
offered to C hri!t doe declare that a'l we havye is his, 
For firſt, if he meane particularly of Abrahams aQRion, 
then Abraham did it either with warrantie or without, if 
with warrantie, then was there ſume law commanding 
tithes before Moſes; if without warraatic, thennor law- 
full, and ſo not conimendable, and ſo co::fequently not a 
| fir type to fignifie the duty of the fairhfull ro Chritt, 
S: condiy.the Apoſtle in that place bringes not in Abrae 
ham paying tithes in the perſon of all the faithfull, bur in 
the perſon of Levi; though true ir be thact all paid in 
Abraham. 
| Thirdly, if it was ( as we denie not ) a ceremonial rite 


ſ1gni tying 


The true Hiſtorie of Tithes. 


ſignifying and declaring the dutie of all the faithfull ro 
Chriſt, then it ſhould appeare to be the firſt quors, and 
proportion whereby to teſtifie and declare our ſubjeRion, 
thankefulncs, and obedience: And thenT aske what wron 

" hath Chriſt dcne us vnder the Goſpel. that we ſhould not 
fill reſtifie our obedierce ard thankfulnes,in and by pay- 


the faichfull children of Abraham, and have nolaw forbid- 


way obſerve with mee two other paſlages in thoſe Anno- 
rations up*n the aforenamed place; 

The firſt is a relation of Pofſidonins in the life of Saint 
| Auguſtine; wherein hee would make Saint Auguſtine an 

enemie tothe cuſto:ne of paying tithes inthe quora, dire- 
ly againſt his owne peremproty affertion in all his Tra- 
Ra'cs, 

The ſecond is a miſconſtruing of Saint Terome,no? only 
a92inft his generall rexr,bur the ſenſe & rules of Grimer: 
for whereas $S. Ierome inveighing againſt the covetouſnes 
and licentiouſnes of the Cleargie in thoſe times, thus con. 
cludes, Ss quaſi Levita & ſacerdos vivo de decimu 0 altari 
[er jens altarrs oblatrone ſuſtentor habens viftum & veſtitum 
hu cententus ero, which inright Engl.ſh is, that ſo long as] 
live as a Levite and Prieſt, upon tithes, or other offerings 
due to choſe that ſerve at the altar, I will reſt my ſelfe 
conrented,though it onely ſuffice for food and raiment: in- 
timating, that as long as he lived upon Go'!s allowance, 
jr hou'd ſuSce, were it never ſo ſmall; aſſuring himſelfe 
ot o'ls b1:(hng in and upon his owne ordinance. There 
the conftruRion of Saint Teromes minde is this; 

That if lefle thena renth will finde him things ne. 
ceffary for his honeſt maintenance, lerome will nor (tand 
upona title of tithes, 

2. Thetruth of this may appeare inthe practiſe of Ia- 
cob in this vowe: for Jacob yowes not this of paying 


vg at I-aſt the ſame proportion; ſecing we are not onely | 


ding, bur all enforcing the ſame duty, And here by the | 
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tithes de vo, aSa worke not formerly done, no more 
then he doth the other, that the Lord ſhall bee bis God ; 
but be vowes that which according to the auncient lawe 
of God, and practiſe of his fathers, he was to performe, 
when God ſhould beftowe theſe bleſſings upon him; only 
by this vowe he bindes himleife to a more ſtrict & care- 
full performance of what he ought; ir being lawfull to 
make yowes, not onely in things indifferent, but in things 


-neceſſary and commanded. 


The ſecond thing which I propounded to proove was, 
that the tenth, even for the quota, 1s the certaine rule of 
proportion due unto the Miniſters of God which ſerye 
at thealtar, and which without ſacriledge cannot bee de- 
tayned from them: the which Ithus proave; 
Thar for which we have the precept of God by autho- 
rity of his word in time commanding , the praQtiſe of 
all people in all places, and thar in all ages, and that of du- 
4 readily pertorming for the maintenance of Gods wor- 
ip; that muſt neceſſarily bee the rule for the praiſe of 
all men, nor may it be altered till we have precept ro the 
contrary : but of this nature hath beene the practiſe for 
the payment of tithes: therefore &c, 

By all ages IT underſtand, 1, Before the law?, as in the ex- 
ample cf Abraham and Iacob. 2. Vnder the lawe , wherc 
we have both precept and praQtiſe. 3. /# time of the Go- 
ſþ:1, when and where the Goſpel hath bcene knowae, 
and embraced. 

By allperſors T underſtand both faithful and infidels ; re- 
timonies whereof you have heard already. 

By all places I underitand, 1. the ſeverall and particular 
King domes of C briſtendome; not ſome one or fewe, bur all. 
2. not ſome heathen, as the Romanes alone, or Grecian 
only, but both,nay all whoſoever arc recorded to acknow- 
ledge aDcity;or at leaft we read of none that did not with 
out puniſhment ; Out extm («ſos mypune putarit eſſe Deos * 
Bu 
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| But againſt this argument there are brought diverſe 
inſtances: firſt,againſt the practiſe of the heathen; ſecond. 
ly, againſt the praQtiſe of the Church of God, 

For the heathen, theſe objeRions are made. 1. They had 
ne compulſary law to compell them. 2.They paide not ne- 
ceſſarily, but arbitrarily. 3. They paid not annually, nor 
of all things, not to all Deities, nor by all men. For anſwer 
of all which, in a word; firſt, what needed they any law to 
compell them, when as they were a law to themſelyes, 
| drawne therennto either by the law of nature, more force. 
able then any humane law; or elſe by craditionall cuſtome 
from the praQiſe of their forefathers,which to us is above 
all, and to them was alwaies in the nature and force of a 
law, they not having alwaies their lawes written ( as we 
now ) further thenin the _—— practiſe of the coun- 
try ? Secondly, for the making of lawes for the paiment 


ſeverall Deities; ſo that to have made alaw for one, had 
beene to draw the envy ef another Deitie uponthem. As 


| for the ſecond, that they paid them not upon necefſitie, 


of tithes, they well could not, in that they paid tithes to | 


| but yoluntarily, we ſhall finde the contrary confeſſed by 
| the Tithes- Hiftorian,pag-31.where recording the vow of 
| Cypſelus of Corinth, he ſaith chat Cypſelus had ſpeciall 
regard to the tenth part ofthe goods of the Citizens, as 
' competent to a Deitiezand inthe ſame pageſ relateing out 
| of Herodotus the praQtiſe of Cyrus) tells us that Cyrus 
| being admoniſhed of Crceſus, would not have the goods 
of the Lydians ranſa& by the ſouldiers, becauſe 2yayzaio; 
they were neceſſarily to be tithed to Iupitery and that not 
only as a yow, but as a cuſtome: otherwiſe (as Mr, Moun» 
rague obſeryeth) ir would have becne a poore argument 
to have made the ſouldiers defift from their right inthe 
ſpoile. 

” And as for annuall paiment he confcfſeth, pag. o.thar it 
was acuſtome to bring unto Apollo yearly firſt fruits in 
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tenths; and alittle before, ſpeaking of the Syphnians, he 
faith that they gave yearely the tithes of cheir mines 
which they found inthe Iſle. And Mr, Mountague further 

addeth,that when covetouſnes made them leave paying 
[that tribute of rithes, the ſea brake in among them and 
ſwallowed up thoſe mines; a juſt vengeance of God upon 
detainers of divine right, by diſhonouring God to looſe 
all. And inthe laſt place where he averrcth all paid not, 


much in the negative, as wee have ſhewed inthe affirma- 
tive, and we will yceld the bucklers: and yet I ſee no rea- 
ſon why the proofe of a negative after the affirmative 
prooved, ſhould ſtand good againſt Gods right, that will 
not ſtand good againſt an earthly Kings,no not againſt the 
right of a private perſon. 

But graunt that all this were true that is alledged, that 
they paid not yearely, nor of all things &c. Were they not 
heathen, in whome the light of nature being darkened, 
might faile in the perfe& performice of fuch things as na- 
ture required, Certainly it we faile, having a greater light, 
in the performancenot onely of this duty, but of things of 
greateſt moment, eſpecially when gaine and profit come 


in naturall things; howſoever,what they did prooves the 
truth of my former conclufion,in that they paid neither an 
eighth, ninth, eleventh, or twelfth, but alwaies a tri 
tenth, or at leaſt yomine decime;demon(trating thereby the 
tenth to be due de jure, howſoever they failed de failo to 
pay it inthe full proportion or quota, 

The reaſons brought co infringe the praftiſe of tithes 
under the Goſpel,are two;both taken from matter of fac. 
The firſt is the praiſe of the primitive Church inthe 
daies of the Apoſtles, who neither received tithes, nor 
challenged themztogether with the ſetling of the paiment 
of tithes in all particular countries where the Goſpel hath 


beene 


in our way,let us not expeR perfeQion from themgthough | 


nor of all things, nor to all Deities, let him or any ſhew as | 
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becn received;zwhich paiments have been ſetled according 
co the particular lawes & cuſtomes of particular countries, 
Firſt for anſwer, we ſay that 4 fatto ad jus nor valet cone 
ſequentia, it was not done thus and thus, and therefore it 
_ not to have been otherwiſe, is no good conſequence 
either in Logicke or Lawe, much lefle in Divinitie, 
Secondly, the Church in thoſe times of the Apoſtles, 
and many yeares after, was not ſetled, but was in great 
perſecution, and ſo not a fit time for Minifters to be for- 
ward in urgeing that queſtion, leaſt, as Saint Paul ſpake of 
himſelfe, they ſhould have ſeemed to have ſought rheirs 
more then thew, And to reaſon thus, we may as well ſay 
that the Iſraclices paid notithes in the wildernes, nor in 
their captiviticz therefore they were not due at any time, 
Thirdly,thoſe that were not converted paid accordin 
co their auncient cuſtomes unto their Idoll-Gods; the: 
chat were, willingly brought all and laid them at the A 
Ales feete: but the Church was no ſooner ſetled, but tithes 
were demaunded, and readily by way of thankefulnes to 
God paid when and where the Goſpel was from time to 
time received and embraced, as the particular graunts ſpe. 
cified by M*. Selden himſe!fe will ſufficiently witneſle. 
The ſecond reaſon oppoſing the praRtiſe for the times of 
the Goſpel,is grounded upon the doAtrine of the School- 
men, and vradliſe of the Church; firſt ſet abroach by A- 
lexander Hales. Their doQrine was, that tithes for the 
quota are not due now in the time of the Goſpel; cither 


Eccleſiaſtica,by the judiciall lawes and conſtitutions of the 
Church, beeing grounded upon the equitie of a mutuall 
diftribution berwixt the Miniſters and the people ;rhat as 
the one gives ſpiritual —_ ſothe other ſhould afford 
unto them of their temporall things. The praQtiſe of the 
Church was in ſuffering the conveyances of Parochiall 
rites intithes to bee diverted unto the maintenance of 
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by the Morall lawe, or the lawe of Nature; bur oncly jxre | 
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Monkes and Friars in their cloyfters, which ( faith the 
Tithes-Hiſtorian ) the Church would neyer have ſuffered, 
had they formerly held riches due to be paid by divine 
right, cither lege ſcripta, or nat. 

But theſe reaſons rothem that will underſtand reaſon, 
are cafily anſwered: for firſt , the Schoolemen and Friars 
are contrary tothemſelyes and one to another, for which 
I referre the Reader to Gregory de /alentia in his Title of 
tithes, 

Secondly, what is the judgement of a few Monkes and 
Friars, who by their niceties and ſubcilties have obſcured 


the truth, rather then explained ir, being compared with 


all the auncient Fathers of Gods Church in all ages, which 
have ſealed tothe truth of their doArine by ſhedding of 


their bloods? 
Thirdly, let all honeſt Chriſtians conſider the end that 


theſe Schoolmen aimed at, with the miſerable cvent that 
followed their doRrine and praRiſe. For their ends, they: 


weretwo; 
The firſt was to encreaſe the maintenance of the Mini- 


ery, & to draw it to a greater proportion, by how much. 


the Prieſthood of the Goſpel-was more excellent ths char 


of the Law:for lefle thena tenth they never yeelded unto. . 


The ſecond was, by mantaining them-due onely by po- 
fitivelawe, and not divine; dared to drawe them 


from their Parochiall Miniſters unto the maintenance of 


the & their Cloiſters; which they effected evento the im» 
poveriſhing of the Miniſters ſerving at the altar , a\low- 
ing unto them only.a ſmal compercncy of perſonall tithes, 
Laftly;for the event of this dotrine,it was molt fatally 
wing notonly occafionto Wicklife and others to broach 
that herefie of maintaining tithes to be meere almes;. buc 
gave occaſion alſo tothe civill power, to'take fromthe 
Church not onely the juriſdiion of tithes, bur to alienate 
themin the end from the Church and Churchmea to a 
meere 
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meecre civill uſe; as your Prohibitions, Inhibitions,, Im» 
propriations at this day witneſle at large , not onely here 


| but inall places, 
And as for the praQiiſe of the Church ſuffering the ali- 


for the Canonifts of tholetimes were ”m_— it, Second- 
ly, ſuppoſe the whole Church had erred in this particu- 
lar at this time, yer doth it not infringe the right of them 
by generall conſent before nor fivcey in that the whole 
Church hatherred in matters of greater weight and mo- 
ment then the point of rithes,as in the herefie of Arrianus, 
when tot mundus fattns erat eArrianw,the whole world 
were become Arrians, ſome fewe particular perſons one- 
ly excepted.And in the times of Popetie before the daies 
of Martin Luther, when there was no point of divintie 
free from either addition or ſubtraRion inany one Church 
of Chriſteadome. And for the allegation of particular pre- 
4 ——_ and cuſtomes, ler them firſt proove tithes due 
by humane conſtitution onely, and that God hath reline 
quiſhed his right;ortherwiſe it is not onely idle, but wick. 
ed, to plead cuſtome, or preſcribe againſt God. 

The laſt thing to be prooyed for the payment of tithes 
is, thatthe lawe of tithing was and is a. divine lawe , 
Randing All in force, which may not be abrogate without 
ſpeciall law to the contrary : which will appexre by theſe 
reaſons following; 

1. To whome the ſelfe ſame power and duty of bleſ- 
ling belongs , as did to Melchiſedeck, to them from the 
bletſed ought the ſame duty to be performed, which Abra- 
ham performed to Melchiſedeck; that is, the tithes of all: 
benedicere & decimas accipere & dare becing ſet dawne by 
the Apofile as relatives, quorum wno poſito, ponitur & alte= 
rum, Gt contra: otherwiſe the Apoſtles argument is of 
no force; but the Miniſtersof the Goſpel have the ſame 


power and right of bleſſing the people, as had Melchiſe- 
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deck :' &rgo, &c. If any ſhall obje& that parents doe 
and may bleſfc their children, and children their parents, 
and Kings their ſubjets, yea all Chriſtians ought ro bleſſe 
one another;and yet cannot challenge a propriety in tithes: 
I anſwer, that there was and is a great difference betwixt 
their bleſſing and the bleſſing of the Prieſt and Minifter, 

For firſt, the Prieſts had a ſpeciall commiſſion and 
command, as being ſet apart by God for that purpoſe. 

Secondly, to them was given a preſcript and certaine 
forme of bleſſing, which was not to others: The Lord bleſſe 
thee and heepe thee, the Lord make bis face to [hine pon thee, 
and bee graciows unto thee, the Lord lift up bis countenance 
upon thee and give thee peace, 

Thirdly, there was a promiſe of a ſpeciall bleſſing an- 
nexed unto the Prieſts bleſſing, which was not made to 
any other; others onely praying for a bleſſing, but they 
pronouncing it alſo, | 

Laſtly, God hath annexed the bleſſing of the Prieſts 
and the paiment of tithes by the people, as neceſſary de- 
pendants. Dry To 10. 8.9. eAt that time the Lord ſepara- 
ted the tribe of Levi to beare the arke of the covenant of the 
Lord, to ſtavd before the Loyd, to miniſter unto him, to bleſſe 
in his name unto this day: wherefore Levi bath no part nor in- 
beritance with his brethren; the Lord # bu inheritance, accor- 
ding as the Lord thy God promiſed: and what this promiſe 
was, we read, Nv»B.19.21. And bebold 1 have grven the 
children of Levi allthetenthin Iſrael, 

If it bee objected that this was a ceremoniall ation be- 
longing onely to the Leviticall Prieſthood, the anſwer is 
negative , that it was not a Ceremoniall, but a Morall 
duty. 1. Becauſe it was in praRſe before the lawe of 
ceremonies or Leviticall Prieſthood, as in the example 
of Melchifedeck, G# N. 14. 19. 20. He bleſſed Abrabam, 
and received riches of all. 2+ Chriſt himſelfe praQtiſed ir, 
MaReto.16, LvK24-50 3+ Chrift commanded his 


diſciples 
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-ved; That law, the abrogating whereof leaves the Mini- 
ers of God under the Goſpel withour a certaine rule for | 
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diſciples to doe the like, Ly x.10. 5. promiſing to ſecond 
it upon ſuch who ſhould readily receive them, and kinde- 
ly entertaine them. 4. The Apoſtles praQtiſed ir after 
Chriſts aſcention and their receiving the holy Ghoſt, 
blefling the people with that Evangelicall forme of 
bleſſing mentioned 2.COR. 1}. 14+. The grace of our 
Lord leſus Chriſt, and the love of God, and the communion 
of the holy Ghoſt be with you all; Amen. According te which 
forme, the Miniſters of God in all ages fince have conti- 
nued to blefſe the people: the which forme, though ir dif- 
fer inwords from that uſed under the Lawe, yet is it the 
ſelfe ſame for ſenſe and ſubſtance : and that both more 
ſweete, by how much the ſweete name of IESVS is 
therein mentioned; as alſo more plaine, in that the three 

ſons of the blefled Trinitie are therein diſtinQly ex- 
preſſed, which inthe other are onely cloſely implied under 
the triple iteration of the name and ticleof LOR D, 

The truth and confirmation of this whole argument is 
apparently prooved, Hs B 2.7.12, where Paul thus rea- 
ſons ; If the Prieſthood be changed, then muſt there be a 
change of the Law, and fo e contra, where the Prieſthood 
is the ſame, the Law muſt bee the ſame : but our Priet- 
hood is the ſame for bleſſing with Melchiſedecks, yea 
with Aarons : and therefore the Law of our Prieſthood 
for receiving tithes muſt be the ſame. 

That law, the abrogating whereof diſhonours God, 
and makes the Miniſters of the Goſpel inferiour to the 
Miniſters of the Law, cannot be temporary, but of divine 
conſtitution, which cannot be abrogated : bur ro main- 
taine the law for the right of ghe tithe in kinde to be ab- 
rogate and not in force, tends to the diſhonour of God, 
and making the Miniſters of the Goſpel inferiour to them 
under the Lawe: ergo, &, The maior is thus proo- 


"4 mainte- 
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| men towards their Miniſters now in the time of the Go- 
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maintenance , diſhonours God in making him more re- 

dleſſe of his Miniſters under the Goſpel,then under the 
aw, and makes them inferiour to the Leviticall Prieft- 
hood: but to maintaiye the Law commanding tithes for 
the quorato beabrogate, is to leave the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel withour a certaine rule for mainrenance: ergo &c, 
The majer is evident by two reaſons; 1. Becauſe mainte- | 
nance is one of thoſe foure neceſſary duties required of all 


_— 


ſpelzthe other chree beeing /ove,comnenance,obedience.2.1n 
_ of thoſe nnntfel] miſchiefes and inconyeniences 
which muſt neceſſarily follow, in leaving them co a volun- 
tary ſipende or contribution of man, without a certaine 
rule given by God himlelte: as, 

1. Flatterie, or ſuſpition of fatterie,in beceing thought 
to have ſome perſons inadmiration,becauſe of r—_ 
which cannot be in tithes. 

2. Diſſimulation and deceit, in making as though they 
received little when as they haye much ; which cannot be 
in tithes. 

3+ By this meanes the poorer ſort are cither much dil- 


graced in regard of chat little they hauc, or elſc are forced 
to traine themſelves above thcir abilicie totheir utter ru- 
inc, as wofull cxperience makes too evident in ſuch places 
where Miniſters live on contribution; whereas inthe pay- 
= of tithes every man reſts content wich Gods bleſ. 
10g. 

= Oftentation in ſome, in giving much, and diſdain. 
ing thoſe that give lefle; which cannot be in tithes. 

If ic be objeQed, that all this may be amended by a ſee 
ſipende arifing from goods proper tothe Church ; I aske 
what they underſtand by Church goods : If they meane 
tithes which are the proper goods of the Churchg how 
can any man proportion a ſtipende better then God him- 
ſelfe hath done, to give every Minifter the tithes of choſe 


| -— -- _ 
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ople commitred to his charge? If by goods er to 
the Church, they underſtand ſuch voluntary offiriem FT) 
(hall be brought in by the faithfull into the common trea- 
ſurie of the Church, or otherwiſe ſhall bee rated by ay- 
thority upon every particular perſon; then I demande 
what contribution can be ſo ſure, what ipend eſtabliſhed 
by man ſocertaine, but that either by the wickednes of 
the Magiſtrates who have power toeſtabliſh,or inconſtan.. 
cy of thoſe by whome it is to bee paide, or covetouſhes 
of thoſe by whome it isto bee collefted and gathered, 
is ſubje& either to change, orelſe tocnforce Gods Mis 
niſters to the former evils: as is evident in all places, 
where Miniters live either upon ſuch voluntary contriby. 
tions or ſer ſtipends. But more of this hereafter. 

The minor is thus prooved; If there bee a lawe or rule, 
it is for more, or leſſe, or the ſame certaine due; if it bee 
for more, why doe they withhold it? if for leſſe, thenare 
we in worſe cafe then the Levices: but whether it be for 
more or leſſe,let them ſhew us the rule, and we ſhall wil- 
lingly conſent; if they cannot then it remaines neceſſarily, 
that the ſame rule & lawe muſt Rand in force for us now 
under the Goſpel, which was in force for the Prieſthood 


under the Lawe. 
IF they ſay that Paul ets downe a rule and law. 1, 


Cor. 9. Ga L, 6.6. Ifay then, it is adivine lawe, not 
humane; for more honourable maintenance, not for lefſe; 
as all the reaſons plainely entorce;and fo whoſoever with- 
holdes the tenth is facrilegious , unleſſe they will main- 
taine Code and Statute above Scripture, and the lawes 
and conſtitutions of men, above the lawes and comman- 
dements of God. But the truth is, that neither of thoſe 
texts are rules or lawes ſunply, but onely comments ups 
on the firſt lawe, firſt imprinted in mans heart, and afrer- 
wards given by God himſclfe unto Moſes, and alledged 
by Paul fer backing the ſame; as not onely the reaſons 
G there 
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there alledged neceſl; atily imply & enforce, beeing groun- 
ded ypon the lawe of Nacure, and the lawe Morall; but 


| (hat they which preach the G,fpeil, ſhould live of the Goſpell, 


verſe the 1 4 he concludes it to bee the ſame law, ſaying, 
16 erm D.ms conftumit ec. Even ſo bath the Lord ordained 


Let men thea either ſhew tome other ftatute-12w given 
by Go1, or clſe they muſt neceſſarily graunt, that Paul 
:ntoccerh no ce'1er but the firſt lawe, 
3+ But becauſz ſuch is the corrupt'on of mans nature, 
chat they are more drawneto the praftile of holy duties 
by the feare of puniſhment, then al/ured Ly the force of 
orecept 2n4 hope of reward; take in the laft plice a reaſon 
enforcing this duty, drawne from the manifold judge- 
ments denounced and threatened by God , and no lcfle 
ivfli Ned upon ſuch who have any waies beene dctainers of 
his tithes in all ages, or any thing clſe truely dedicated to 
aoly uſe for the better maiatenance cf his worſhip and ſer- 
vice; where wee ſhall fiade thac ſuch things have beenc 
fearefully farall roall the aRors and abetcors and their 
poſterity after them: And here not toſpeake of that great 
puniſhment of the Jewes mentioned M AL. 3. nor yet of 
thoſe notorious Sacrilegiſts of auncient times and in other 
countries; but to keepe our ſelyes at home, and to ſpeake 
onely of ſuch particulars a8 are freſh inour memory, of 
that great ſacriledge begun and leconded in the daies of 
King Henry the eighth, wich the ſucceſſe of irin all the 
aftors and abettors of the ſame. * 
And firſt to begin with Cardinall Wolſey the preſident 
for future ſacriledge, in demoliſhing certaine petty Mo- 
na(teries and religious houſes, though toa good intended | 
uſe, for the building of two Colledges, the one in Ox- 
ford, the other in Ipſwitch: boch which, as they ftand to 
this day unfiniſhed as a witnes againft him of his fine; fo. 
not long after ſuddenly and unexpectedly followed his 
ruine andoverthrow, From him come tothe Lord Crom- 


well 
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well che ivſtigator of the King to the difſolution of the 
reſt rewaining, though to an happy ende, eyen the roo- 
ring, cf Popery , Superſtition, and Idolatrie out of this 
kingdome ( which could never have beene ſo eafly cfte- 
Qed if thoſe places had beene left intheir beeing and glo 

ry )z yetfor negleRing to bee as carefull ro render un- 
roGaod his due by refloring unto him and his Church his 
tithes and other due rites, as hee was to roote out ſuper- 
(tition and cake away ſuch places and particulars as were 
dedicated and given to fich idolatrous uſes, gathe. 
| ring into his owne hands a great part of thoſe poſſeſſions; 
they prooved nor onely fatall to himſelfe, as his fearefull 
( though lamentable ) ruin» ſhortly after made apparent; 
bur thoſ* pofſefſions have becneno lefle farall ro his Rock 
and poſteritie whoby verrue of his right have ſtill iahe- 
rited them : Yea hs a veiw of the whole Gentry of 
England into wh-ſe hands the revenues of the Church 
were then by wy of exchange or otherwiſe divolved, and 
wee ſhall inde they have beene like co Tholofle gold, or 
thoſe holy things ſpokenof — which have not 
onely eff the ſoules of their poſſeflors, and periſh- 
ed themſclyes in their uſe; but with themſelyes have de 

voured other faire and ample pofſcfſions: So that either 
the face or thename of our G-ntry thenin being is wholl 

changed , or elſe there is none remaining who are ſucceſ- 
tvely poſſeſſors of choſe tirhes to a fourth generation ; or, 


anſwerable to their births, orart leaſt they want heires 
of their loines to continue thoſe inheritances in their 
names : either of which prooves that generall aſſertion 
both of religion and nature infallibly ere , that de ma/e 
queſitts non gaudet terra herer, of goods ill gotren the 
chird heire ſhall have ſm31! cauſe to rejoyce. I might in- 
ance thelike fatall ſuccefſe of thoſe reverues evenin Ree 
gra ſtirpe, in the ſucceſſion of King Hemy the eighth. And 
G 2 the 
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if there be ary, either they want meanes of maintenance |. 
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the onely happines that our late gracious Soveraigne 


Iams s of bleſied memorie, had in the remainder of thoſe 
holy things, was this, that he was fo happie as to ridde 
the crowae of them; and from my ſoulc I wiſh that N 
Ihave ofcen heard it was his deſire ){o for Gods glory,his 
owne honour,the future happines of his poſterity,& of his 
kingdomes,he had been ſo further happy as to haye reſto. 
red Gods pare in his tenths unto the Church againe, And 
howſoever thoſe who now poſleſſe ſuch tenths thinke th 

ſhall and may more ſafely and freely enjoy them, ova 
they. are perſwaded they have paid moredearely for them: 
yet caveat emptor,lct ſuch buyers beware leaſt before an- 
other third generation come, they proove not as fatall to 
them and to their poſterity, as they were to their pre- 
deceſſors; for if once ſacriledge , ever; our God from 
whome wee receive the whole, and ro whom the tenth is 
ever. due, being the. ſame yeſterday, and to day and for ever, 

Thus to conclude this point, By all deſc reafons it is 
apparent, that howſoever the lawes whercby men at this: 
day pay their tithes unto their Miniſters, be the lawes po- 
ſicive, and cuſtomes of Churches and ſeverall Kingdomes. 
wherein they livezyet the lawes whereby they are prima- 
rily due,an4 by which the crue Church hath ever and doth: 
yet challenge them, is the divine lawe of God, 

And for the lawes Imperiall, and Canans Synodall and 
Pontificiall with the particular graunts and lawes of par- 
ticular Kingdomes concerning tithes, they wer: made- 
from time to time in favour of the Church, for the main. 
tenance of divine right, and m_—_— the wickednes of 
ſach as would not have paid them, had nct the feare of 


| the law of manbeene more powerfull with them then the 


lawe of God. 

The cruth whereof will appeare evident, if we take but: 
aview of thoſe Graunts, Lawes, and Chartelaries menti- 
oned by. Mr, Selden himſelfe in his eighth Chapter, made | 

and 
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| he which negle&s to pay thetenth, is himſelfe broughe to 


& graunted by the Kings of England, where we ſhall finde 
them allgrounded, and that onely upon the divine righ 
as inthe generallSynode held inche yeare 706.under Offa 
King of Merceland, and Elfwolde King of Northumber- 
tand, with the full conſent of all the Lords both ſpirituall 
and temporall, grounding that law of tithing upon that 
rextof MA I A C. 3. they thus conclude, Nemo juſtans ele- 
emoſynam de his que p-ſſidet, facere valet : niſi pris ſepara- 
verit Domuno, quod a premoydes ipſe ſibi reddere deleg avit: ac 
per hoc plermnque contingt ,ut qu: decimam non tribuit ad dee 
cimam revertitur: unde etiam cum obteſtatione PRE 
ommes ſindeant de omnibus que poſſident decinas dare; quia 
ſpeciale Domini Dei eſt; & de novem partibu ſibi vivat, & 
elcemoſynas tribuat ec. No man may give almes out of any 
thing he doth poſſefſe, though upon never ſo juſt cauſe, 
before ſuch time as he hath firſt ſer apart that to the Lord 
which he from the beginning reſerved to be rendred to 
himſelfe: for by this meanes itoften comes to paſle, that 


atenth: therefore we adjure all men that they Rudiouſl 
endeavour to pay the tenth of all that they have, becauſe 
that is in a ſpeciall manner the Lords: and to maintaine 
themſelves and give almes out of the other nine parts 
onely. 

The like graunt he mentions of Ecthelulph, ano $55. 
who gave with the conſent of all the Lords both ſpirituall 
and remporall, the tiches of all his Kingdome to the 
Churches and Miniſters of the ſame; free from all manner 


of Regal or ſecular fervice : in the concluſion of which 
graunt is added, Qui antem angere voluerit noſtram donati« 
onem, angeat omnipotens Dews dies ein proſperos: fiquis ves 
ro minuere vel mutare preſunsſerit noſcat fo ante Tribunal 
( briſtir edditurnmr ationen ,ui/i prives Cen fiflens emendave- | 
rit, If any ſhall augment this out donation;the Lord tnake | 
his dayes many and proſperous:if any ſhall preſurne either 
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to lefſenor change the ſame, let him know that hee ſhall 
give an account thereof before the Tribunall of Chriſt, 
unlefſe before chat time he make full ſatisfaRion for 
the (ame. 

The like of the graunt and general! law made by King 
Athelſtan, grounded, as he coufeſſerh, upon the example 
of Iacob, and text of ho'y Scripture. pag, 214. 

The like of Kiag Edmund, Dec:mam precipimus onns 
Chriſhuano ſuper Chriſtiantatem ſnam dire, 215, we com- 
mand all Chriſtians to pay their tithes] upon fork: iture of 
their Chriſtendome, 

In the lawes of King Knout. pag.223. Reddantur Deo 
debnte reftitudines ann [ingults, _ Cod have his due 
right yearly provided him, And then followes the lawe of 
tithe in kinde. 

In the lawes made by King Edward the Confefſor, ha 
ving ſet downe the partic:lars what tithes ought to bee 
paid, this is the ground, D crime pars #i reddenda oft qui no 
vew partes (immul cums decrma largitur, The tenth ought to 
be paid to him, who together with the tenth gives us 
freely the other nine parts, And ſo of the reſt, 

In coome whereof { wil adde the opinion of the Divines 
of the whole Vniverfitie of Oxford touching perſonal! 
tithes,againſt the dorine of one Friar Ruſſell, who deni- 
ed tithes to be due jure divinez agaiaſt which opirionthey 
thus conclude, Quicungue banc ſementiam teruerit, Of per 
tinaciter defenderit , apud repurationem noſtr am bereticus eſt 
cenſendn: & quia 4 ſanita dottring Ecclelie oft drviſia, a 
corpore einſdem Eccleſie velnt putridum membrum eſt p/«- 
ſcindendss, Whoſcever ſhall perverſely hold and main- 
taine this aſſertion, let him upon our credits bee held an 
| heretique: and becauſe he bach rene himſelfe from the ho- 

l cine of the Church, ler bim be cur off from the 
| Church 26 a rotten member of the ſame. 


| 


I know M-.Selden goes about to weaken th-(e authori- 
| jg GET cies, 
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ties, e!pecially of che Synode helJ under Offa and ElF- 
wold, by calling into queſtionthe faithfulnes of the Cen- 


chat Synode is no where clle to be found, as heſaith, And 
f.r the cenſure of the Vniverhitie of Oxford, he affirmes 
| that they were too vehement and too confident in the 
point, But I leave to the cenſure of his owne Profeſſion, 
with what indiſcretion and more vehement confidence 
they would cenſure a poore Poſftillian Divine that 
ſhould goe abour to call into queſtion the faithfulnes of 
Ployden, the Lord Dyer, Sir Edward Cooke, Raſtall, &c. 
becauſe thar all particular originall recordes of judge 
men's an1 ftatutes recorded by them in their Commenta- 
ries, Caſes, Reports, —_— are not come to his 
view, or it may be cannoc be found, as being ſtollen by 
ſome filtching hand, or periſhed by antiquitie of time, or 
the negligence of thoſe that had them in cuſtody: or,after 
that all the Iudges of the Land, together with all the 
Lawyers of all the Innes of Courts, after long and ſerious 
arguing, had determined a caſe in Lawe; ſome puny Bar- 
refter ſhould cenſure them all to be roo vehement and 
confident in their determination. 
And that all the world may ſee that the dull ignorance 
and ignorant confidence is not ſo proper to the peore Di - 
vinesof theſe times, but Mr.Selden may ſhake hands even 
in theſe things wherein he would make the world beleeye 
he had no equal; take into your confideration his peremp- 
mpranelalen upon theſe two graunts and records fol. 
lowing, alledged by him to proove that decima and deci 
matio are not alwaies taken for a tenth , bur ſometimes for 
a farre leſſe portion : as alſo thar the free diſpoſing of the 
tenth, was in the power of the owner to give, what, to 
whom, and to what uſe he pleaſed, without the conſent of 
Biſhop or Incumbent. 


turiators, from whence he recites it; becauſe the record of 
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Robert de Hefſel to the Monaſtery of Gisburne 1n York- 
ſhire whereby hee gives , dwas garbas de totaterra quam 
de novo colwi in territorio de Heſſell poſi quam illam tenui; aut 
quam ego de caterocolam, vel beredes mei; ita ut decimatio 


the gift of two ſheafes onely out of all his land (ſaith he ) 
is called decimatio: the which if he would make good, 1 
would willingly givehim ycarely the price of a Ploydens 
Commentaries, and yearely gaine by the bargaine. Bur 
the truth is, he is much miſtaken; for by duas garbas, wee 
may not underſtand two ſheafes onely of his whole land 
new tilled; but as DoRor Tileſley obſerves, duplams decs- 
mam : and yet not two ſheafes of tenne, but duas decimss 
garbas,or primam & ſecundam decimam,two tentheſheafes, 
or two ſheafes of tenth; the cuſtome of ticthing in that 
ground and terricory being this, That the ColleRors for 
that right of the Abbey of Gisburne, received, and doe 
Rill, the tenth and twentieth ſheafe , and che Miniſter or 
Incumbent the thirtieth ſheafe, or third ſheafe of tenth; 
ſo that gar#« there, is the ſame with decima. The like 
cuſtome tothis I remember to be in the Pariſh of Hurſt- 
per-poynt in Suſſex, payabletothe Abbey of Lewis : but 
whetherit beof lands auncicmly belonging to that Mo- 
naftery, or otherwiſe a donation, as this of Hetlell, I can- 
aot well remember. 


that the land newly to be tilled was a wood ; ſome of it 
Randing tothis day: and all of it called the Weodsſicld:and 
ſo was not lyable formerly according to the cuſtome of 
England to pay any tithe. 

Secondly, in liew of this the Incumbent receives annu- 
ally out of that portion of Gisburne, nine threaves of 
corne, to wit, foureof wheate, if there be fo much grow- 
ing upon the ground, and the reſt of _ The which 


threaves may amount ſometimes neare to rhe loſle in the 
' doubie 


hec cedat in fabricationem Eccleſia nove de Grſbuyne : here | 


Furcher,it muſt be remembred concerning this cuſtome, 
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double tithe giyen from him , and then no doubt did, 
much of it beeing lately converted from wood to arable; 
by which it appeares, that the alienation and graunt was 
not without the conſent of the Biſhop and Incumbent, but 
with conſent of all parties. 
The other is the cuſtomary payment of foure threaves 
of corne of every plough-land in the Eaſt-riding of York- 
ſhire, given,as he ſaith,by King Achelſtan to the Church 
of Saint Iohnof Beverley ( which came not, as he affir- 
meth, neere to the tenth ) which threayes are Niled dec. 
me in a bull of one of rhe Pope Gregories, as if decima in 
one notion had ſignified any kinde of revenue deyoutly of- 
fered to holy uſes. 
For anſwer hereof, I muſt confefſe I cannot fully re- 
ſolve my ſelfe of this cuſtome by all the cnquiry I have 
made; yet I ſhall be able I hope to enforme my reader fo 
much, as ſhall proove the Hiſtorian much miſtakenin this 
allegation. 
iſt if they who have skill inthe Saxondiale& may be 
belceved, we may as well by [fone th2ave] underſtand the 
fourth threave of every plough-land, as ſimply foure; and 
then here was a your quantity then a tenth, But take 
it as it is alledged, yet it is not ſo baſe and contemprtible 
a portion as he would make it ſeeme to bee; for cyery 


threai e beeing foure 2nd twenty ſheaves, and an hide or 
plough-land Len uſually not above thirty ſixe acres, | 


medow, part paſture, and,part yearely fallow; foureſcore 


and in many places lefle; and part of this being ſelfe cenfiſ 


. . h h Fad 
and ſixteene ſheavcs, and that of the principall corne, as an plowh ; 
d. 


wheat and barley, was not ſocontemptible a portion as | lan 
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1/ Caracu- 
ta ( as him- 


ſeth) fignif- 


the Tithes-Hiſtorian would ſeeme to make it. Burt the 
truth is, 1 cannot learne or heare of any of the Laity that 
hol@ or enjoy any temporall land that paies, or ever paid 
al y ſuch portionto S. lohnof Beyerley,cither by the gif 
of Athelſtan, or any other King; nor that ever King A_ 


| H thelſtan 


DE 
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| riding; who gave certaine threaves of corne ( every one 
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thelſtan had any ſuch portion in the Eaft-riding , payable 
unto his Avenary by cuſtome of the Country from the 
Laitie, True it is that there is a cuſtome in the Eaſt-riding 
called the payment of threaver; but of another nature and 
foundation, and that begun in the daies of Saint Tohn of 
Beverley,under the raigne, & by the permiſſion and favour 
of King Athelftan . The ſtory by tradition is this; The 
Eaſt-riding, eſpecially the parts about Beverley and Hol- 
dernes, in regard of the woods and waters , were much 
anneyed with the hurtfull beaſts called Beavers, Wolves, 
Otters &c. which deſtroyed dayly their young cattell ; 
the deſtruction whereof the Biſhop having firſt endea- 
youred at his owne coſt and charges, and in the end finds 
ing the charge to bee too great to be borne by himſelfe, 
called to his aide & aſſiltance all the Cleargie of the Eaſt- 


according to the valuation of his living ſome more, ſome 
lefle; the which was firſt paid in kin-je as it grew upon the 
ground, and brought home either to Beverley,or toplaces 


appointed, where men and dooges and horſes were main- 


| tained for this purpoſe; inthe ende the evill of beaſts be- 


ing by this meanes remooved, and yet thus evill cuſtome 
for the Cleargy remayning, it was changed firlt into the 
payment of certaine quarters of corne, after into a pecu- 


may not unficly be called decime, 


under that tearme is intimated 4renth in ſome one quota 
or other, 

By which particulars it appeares, that the Tithes-Hi- 
ſtorian hath not beene ſo carefully indufrious to informe 


himſelfe 


niary payment, which in valuation is a double tenth, rwice 
ſo much as weepay annually tothe King for tenths,and ſo | 


Howſoever, graunt it were more or lcſſe , yet beeing | 
paide onely by the Cleargy, and that out of the teaths of | 
{rhe Church, Pope Gregory might call it fitly 4 tenth, and | 
[yet no whit diminiſh the propriety of decimation, bur fil | 
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himſelfe of thetruth cf things, or not ſo faithfull torelate 
them as he doth confidently confeſſe and proteſt, but hath 


taken what may ſerve for his owne turne and purpole, to 
frame an hiftory according to his owns intention, & not to 
| the truth : therruth , or true hiſtory of. rithes beeing no 
| other then that which is contained in holy writ,and which 
1$no whit ſubjeR ro the Lawes Imperiall, or Canons ei- 
ther Synodall or Pontificiall ; but containes a law given 
| by Gol, evenlike himſelfe, which may not be changed , 
but mult remaine one and the ſame throughout all gene- 
| rations, 

The uſe of all which, as it ſerveth roenforce the truth 
of my generall concluſion, ſo to manifeſt, and manifeſting 
to reprehend the ſacrilegious impietic of theſe times , | 
wherein men are ſo farre from holding it a duty of religi- 
on, a point of devotion,, an argument of thankefulnes to 
God for his manifold bleſſings, to follow Iacobs example 
in building and repairing Gods heuſe, and truely paying 
the tenth of what God beſtowes upon them, that they 
thinke they can doc God & theipCountrie no better ſer- 
vice then in pulling downe his Churches and Chappels,rto 
rob him of his tithes, and abuſe & wrongfully diſgrace | 
his Miniſters, We have a common Proverbe, that P a. 
TER Nos TE R 6zilt Churches, and Ov nr F a- 
THER puldthemdowne : This I confefle is contrary to 
our Profeſſion; but if we will looke to the praiſe of theſe 
times, we ſhall finde it truely verified : for if we conſider 
the praQiiſe of former ages, ( I meanenot thoſe of the lat- 
ter times of Popery , whoſe devotion was ſuperſtition) 
but thoſe firſt times of the Church of Rome , and thoſe 
times of other Churches; if, I ſay, we ſhall compare their 
devotion in ercAing and buildirg Churches and Chap. 
pels, their zeale in decking and adorning of them, their 


bounty and liberality for the maintaining of them for time 


to come, and compare it with our practiſe in theſ\: our 
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dayes; we ſhall finde that they were not ſo deyout to 
build them, as we have been, and (till are, to pull them 
downe; they were not more zealous to adorne them, then 


weare todeface them ; they were not ſo forward and li- 


berall to maintaine them,and the worſhip of God in them, 
as Weare to pill and poll from them. For witneile where- 
of, how many places of this Land may a man come to, 
where he ſhall finde moſt goodly and glorious houſes, 
wrought both. within and without with moſt curious 
workes of the moſt _—_— Artifts, environed about 
with all the delights and pleaſures of man; and inthe ſame 
place or pariſh ſhall finde God ſerved in a thatched 
Church, or wooden Chappell ? nay, with griefe let it bee 
ſpoken, how many ſuch houſes be chere, that have been 
buile with the Rones and morter of the ruines of Gods 
houſe? how many Churches and Chappels may be found 
iathis Land, which are turned into barnes and tables, and 
to more baſe offices ? how many are there againe in this 
our Land, which are hardly content with the moſt curious 
needle-workes , the purett linnen, and the maſfieſt gold 
and filyer for their owe tables, whiles in the meane time, 
Gods table muſt be content with ſome peice of linſey- 
woolſey for a carpet, courſe linnen for a table cloath, & if 
they will be at coſt for a filver' chalice, for other yeſlels 
God muſt reſt content with brafle and pewter, & in many 
places hardly that. Ic is recorded of the Iewes in the third 
of Ezra, that at the building of the ſecond Temple, they 
amongſt them that had ſeene the firft Temple,and compa- 
red the glory of it with that th:y were now to build, 
burſt forth into mourning and lamentation: ſo if we 


| ſhould paſſe — the parts of this our Countrie , and 


compare the Churches that are now builc, with thoſe that 
were builtin former ages,or thoſe that were built former- 
ly, with that we may reade or ſce them to have been; it 


would make the ſtonieſt heart to grieve,and the drieſt eye- 
to\ 
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to ſhed ſome teares, to behold ſogreat a deſolation in 
Gods SanRuary. ; 
And as ſuch and ſo great is the evill will that men have 

to Gods Sion, inreſpe&of the place of his worſhip; ſono 
leſſe, nay more inthe matter of maintenance and reſpe& 
to his Miniſters, which are ſpeciall meanes to encourage 
and tocnable them for the performance of the parts of his 
publicke worſhip in thoſe places. ; 
Not to ſpcake of any Symoniacall contraQs, improe» 
priations, appropriations, cuſtomes , compoſitions, pre- 
ſcriptions, prohibitions, inhibitions, as things that never 
trouble mens conſciences , and by which they have, and 
doe daily rob God and his Church of the beſt part of 
his ſpirituall inheritance: but to ſpeake onely of that ſmall 
portion of maintenance which the iniquitie of times hath 
left yet remaining tothe Church; and it is ſtrange but to 
imagine , what thifts, trickes, and deviſes men have, and 
all to.cooſen God of his right; what ſhifting, what chop- 
ing and changing from held to field, Pariſh ro Pariſh, 
Linde to kindez thinking every little too much that the 
Miniſter enjoyes, and all-well gorten that they can deceit» 
fully get from him: or if their envying thar lictle we have, 
or the private cooſening of us of what is our due were 


all, yea if we might have but faire proceeding at the Law 
for what is violently detained from us, we could hold our 
ſelves well contented; bur to have it violently wrefted out 
of our hands ( or rather Gods )by perjurie, crueltie, and 
oppreſſion, is an height of inpietie more then heathe- 
niſh, 

For witnes of the truth hereof, how often-falls itout 
that a Pariſhioner diſcontented with his Minifter, it may 
be becauſe he cannot have his tithe at his owne rate and 
pleaſure, or it may be for juſt reprehenſion of him for 
withholding Naboths Vineyard,or keeping his brother 
Phillips wife, or ſomeother ſuch like crying finne; this 
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diſcontented perſon by way of revenge inſtantly detaines 
ſome part or thewhole of his tithe,purs the poore Miniſter 
toalong & tedious ſuit,forceing him thereby to corre to 
a copoſition for his owne,8& ſo,as to {land to his worſhips 
courtefie; bur if it fall out that he cannot get his defire, he 
calls in his Tenants, friends, and neighbours, pleading a 
preſcription and cuſtomary paiment of ſome kinde of tithe, 
ard taat not for himſelfe, bur the whole Pariſh, adviſeing 
them to joyne and holde with him;who.,cither out of feare 
of his perſon, or hate to their Miniſter, or rather coverous 
defire of what they ought not to have, cry, Faciamm im- 
pietatts parictem nnum, babeamm etian omnes unum mar(#- 
pium: and having thus impiouſly ſmitten hands to hold 
together, leaſt the Miniſter ſhould get the day ( which of 
all other is held the greateſt diſgrace, be his cauſe never 
ſo good); theirnext care is to ſuborne witneſſes, which 
uſually goc accompanied with theſe two good properties, 
old men, who have forgotten to ſpeake truch, or elſe think 
they may ſpeake what they liſt, becauſe they thinke none 
can controll them; ſwearing oftentimes for many yeares 
before they were borne: or ſecondly, poore and needy per- 
ſons, ſuch as are ready to ſell themſclves for amoriell of 
bread; ſo that if they ſhould be prooved perjured, the 

poore Miniſter ſhould have no redrefle againſt them, but 

togetan obdurate eare and aperjured rongue, unſayory 

_ unprofitable morſells for diftrefled foules,and a poore 

recompence for ſo great a lofle, From theſe honeſt witneſ- 

ſes it goes toa jury of laymen, and thoſe uſually picked 

out of purpoſe, men of more law then conſcience ; who, 
knowing that the Indge muſt of neceſſitic give ſentence 

according to their verdir, in ſtead of examining the cauſe, 

crie, jam noſtra res agitnr, itisrhis mans cauſe to day, it 

may be ours to morrow;let us take heed how theſe black- 

coares get the day of us; and ſo never making more enquis 
ry eicher into the nature of the-evidence given by. the 

| | Iudges 
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Iudges, or the qualitie of the witneſſes brought in to 
proove their evidence, crie with one conſent, Bil vera, all 
is true that is alledged againſ the Miniſter; and, which is 
not the leaſt of evills, when hee is thus doubly forſworne 
out of his right, yet he muſt undergoe the cenſure of a 
troubleſome taRious fellow, which would not reſt con- 
tented with what his predeceſſors enjoyed before him, 
Never any age wherein men were more forward to call 
upon their Miniſters for the performance of their duties, 
never any wherein they were more ſubjeQrco cenſure them 
upon the leaſt omiſſion, never leiſe regard had either of 
their places or perſons,men nevgr enyying the happines & 
proſperitic of any other profeſſ1on, ſo they can keepe the 
Miniſters of God poore enough. For evident proofe 
whereofgtake into your conſiderations another particular, 
A Miniſter holding two benefices ( carefully providing 
to have them both ſerved, & paying for theſe ordinarily or 
extraordinarily toward the neceſſary affaires of the King 
and Kingdome,and giving more tothe releefe of the poore 
then it may be his whole Pariſh, or the bcft Iuflice in the 
Country about him) this is beld a great impietie, a roar- 
ing ſinne of theſe dayes: and yet inthe meane time, for a 
layman to hold tourc,five,fixe, or eight ſpirituall livings, 
the lealt of them (it may be ) worth both the others; and 
out of all cheſe hardly allowing ſo much as would ſuffici- 
ently maintaine an able Miniſter, nor yet paying any thing 
toward the neceſſary affaires of the King or Kingdome, 
is by no man maligned or envied. 
True it is, that rocloake all this impietie ir is pretended 
that conditionally every Miniſter would be content with 
one living, and every Church and Chappell might be pro- 


there might be a competency allotted out of all liviogs, 
impropriations, and other, for the better and ſufficienc 
maintenance of Miniſters therein, A faire cloake I muſt 


confeſle 


vided of an able preaching Miniſter, they could wiſh that [ 
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confeſle, if the cloth were anſwerable ro the colour z but 
quadam videntur & non (unt all is not gold that gliſtereth, 
Give you mee leave therefore alittle rocxamine this com- 
petency,and to aſke the queſtion; 

1. Of what nature it ſhould bee: whether they will 
provide for a!l Miniſters portions alike, equall or une- 
quall, If ro all equall then would they doe wrong to God 
and his Miniſters, who, as he beſtowes upon ſome greater 
gifts, will have them ſerved and rewarded with a double 
portionz according to that of the Apoſtle, Hee that ruletb 
well is worthy of double honoxr &c. if they lay their portie 
on ſhall bee uncquall and anſwerable ro mens deſerts , 
then in the ſecond place give mee leaye to aske, By 
whome ſhall theſe portions bee proportioned? by 
whome ſhall mcns gifts bee judged? by whome ſhall 
theſe portions bee conferred and beſtowed? doe wee not 
thinke that a Brother, a Sonne, a Kinſman, a Friend, a vel. 
vet Gowne, a Coach and all other neceſſary furniture, nay 
three or foure hundred peeces will beare as great a (troke, 
and worke as feelingly inthe beſtowing a penſion of an 
hundred pounds per ar:«wm certaine without further 
charge,as now in beſtowing a living of that value & rate 
uncertaine, If Chriſt had foretold, that inthe latter daics | 
charicie ſhould abound, and iniquitie grow cold, there 
might have bceene ſome hope that with the change of the 
forme the evill might have beene avoyded; but Chriſt ha- 
ving told the contrary, it is againſt hope toexpett it, 

But to goe on a littie further; why ſhould any man goe 


about to preſcribe God his allowance,when God himſclfe 
hath allotted and proportioned it? Is not this for men to 
make themſelves wiſer theaGod? Or is it likely chat they | 
whonow make no conſcience of breaking Gods law in 
taking from him and his what he hath allotted and given, 
will make any conſcience to change their owne lawes to 


| 


leflen,or wholly take from God and his Church what they 


| 
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The true Hiftorie of Tithes. | 
themſelves ſhall allow? 

God hath given andallotted us the tenth: the tenth we ; 
challenge as Gods and our owne proper due, which no 
man can detaine without ſacriledge:ler chem give us that, ' 
as God hath given it, and I dare ſay the Church will not 
onely carefully provide for every Pariſh an able and ſuffi- 
cient preaching Miniſter, but wee ſhall all reſt our ſelves 
ſatisfied with one cure of ſoules: yea let us haye our tenths 
duely and truly paid as God commanded, and as we have 
prooved due;ſo farre ſhall they finde us from coyetouſnes, 
that wee ſhall be willing to reſigne up all our temporal- 
ties ( the royalties and dignities of theChurch onely ex- 
_——_— yet wee dare maintaine that the Church hath 
as good right unto them, as any temporall Lord hath to 
his temporall poſſeſſions,though he can claime them from 
the donation of Brutus ( ifany ſuch were ) firſt King of 
great Britaine, 

But for men to talke of a competencie to have every 
Pariſh provided of a ſufficient preaching Miniſter, and 
every Miniſter content with one cure of ſoules, and yet 
they to keepe part or portion of the tenth in their 
owne uſe and poſlefſion,is an evident figne that howſoever 
this plea of competency beare theſhew of religion ( and I 
am perſwaded many wiſh and defire it out of a good 
heart ) yer it is a plaine leight of the Devill for the utter 
overthrow of all pietie and religion by bringing into the 
Church an equality , by uy to bring in poverty; 
from whence as followes neceſlarily a contempt of che 
perſons and calling of Gods Miniſters, ſo no lefſe a con- 
tempt of their doctrine,according to that of Saint Bernard, 
Cujns perſona deſpicitur, ejns dottyma contemmitar. 

And that I may ſpeake no more thenthe truth, Idefire 
men to conſider of the preſent reſpeR given, and uncivill 
dealing by men of all ſorts to and withthe Clergy of Eng - 


land; as their ſupercilious lookes, their ſcornefull and op- 
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probrious tearmes and titles, their pilling and polling, 
their poſting ofus from wall ro Kennill, from the hall to 
the parlour, from ſeſſionto afſile, with twenty other ſuch 
diſgracefull abuſes; the baſe eftimationof our callings and 
labours, thinking no mcn ſo eahly come to their learning 
& living as the Miniſter,no mans paines leſſe then the Mi- 
nifters; equalling,nay preferring ofcentimes their Clarke, 
Horskeeper,or Huntſmi before their Chaplain? & Paſtor; 
thinking twenty pounds per a»#2m with a leale in rever(i- 
on for the benefit of wife and children to be bur a reaſon- 
able allowance tor the one;zwhilett bare rwenty pounds per 
annmm wichour either livery or leale in reverhonis held a 
Lordly allowance for the Miniſter, An evident demonſitra- 
tion of the large competency we ſhould have, if ve ſhould 
leave Gods claime and our right of inhericance in tenth, to 
come to mans allowance, 

I denie not, but ſome men will uſe ſome Prophet: kind- 
ly;this man, becauſc he is a good fellow and good compa 
nie ; another, becaule h» is well borne and well friended, 
ſuch an one as is better able by his purſe and fricnds to 
beſtzead his neighbours , then they him. Others, more 
daintie eared then tener confcioned, are all for tongue 
and cloquence; others, dilconceuted with that little glo- 
rie and maintenance the Church hath ycr left, if they can 
meete with a diſcontented Separarilt, doe hcnour him like 
a S. Paul, or S., Anguſtin?: an+ indeed, 25 thele times 
go? , the more fattious, ihe more in ſome mens bookes, 
Burt to find? a man that loves , reſpects, and entertain s 
a Prophet mm the name of a Prophet; this is a tesKe for: 
wiich a man had neede, wich Diogen?3, ro uſe alanthorn 
| at noone day, So that as on? hath wittity defined a Papi{?, 
to be ſuch an one as loves his Neighbour , and cates nis 
God; another a Purircane, to be luch an one as loves God, 
bur hates his Neighbour: ſo may 1 no lefle truely define 
a common Profeſlour of rheſe times, ro be ſuch an one as 
loves 
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loves preaching , but hates the Preacher. Never more 
calling upon them for Sermons at all hands, never lefle re 
ſpeR had umo their perſons or maintenance; dealing with 
the Miniſters, as Pharaoh with the Iſraclices, doubling 
our taske, bur leflening our ſtraw ; or giving us by thcir 
good wills nothing bur ſtraw for all our great paine and 
perilous labours. 

Neither are theſe all the evils that attend the Clergy of 
theſe times, but there bee two particulars more which 
much helpe to encreaſe their mileries, 

The firſt is the conſideration of the reaſons all8dged 


why they are not ſo religiouſly devoted and affeted to- 
wards Gods houſe and Miniſters as formerly z namely, for 
feare leaſt we ſhould grow rich and proud, and trample | 
upon the Laitie, as in times of Poperie; or leaſt if they 
ſhould be curious in decking Gods houſe, pious in main- 
taining and reverencing his Miniſters, they ſhould make 
way to bring in Poperie and ſuperſtition. 
For anſwer, I deny not but the Clergie in times of Po - 
YCrie were too covetous, too proud, too ſuperſtitious; but 
bonth they then fleeced the Laitie, muſt the Laitie new 
needes flee the Clergie? becauſe the Pope in his pride 
trampled onthe necke of Kings, muſt _ ordinary per- 
ſon, who hath but a little more wealth or honour then his 
neighbours, trample on the heads of our greateſt Clergy? 
becauſe they were too curious and ſuperſtitious, muſt we 
needs be carelefſe and irreligious ? It ſtands not with our 
rofeſfſion , much leſſe with our religion. And as for 
Ch in of Poperie by this meanes, it is ſolittle tobe 
feared, that Idare ſay, the negle@ of theſe forenamed 
particulars, is and hath beenthe cauſe to hold up the head 
of Poperie ſo much in theſe Kingdomes: it being aprinci- 
ple, not onely in Religion, but Nature, that where there 
is anegle of Gods houſe, a concempr of his Miniſters, 


cither in withholding that honour and maintenance, or 
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nt that refpeR and countenance which is due 
unto them, the profeſſion of religion in ſuch perſons can 
never be ſound or fincere, 

| The ſecondevill aggravating the miſery of the Church 
and Churchmen, is the confideration of the perſons who 
haye been & are ſo injurious unto them, who are not one- 
ly Lay-men, Fil1i1n AL 1#X1, Ammon and eAma- 
leck, the Philiſtins , and thoſe of Tyre, who take the houſes of 
God into poſſeſſion, whoſe ſole and greateſt part of parri. 
monie confiſts of the revenues of the Church : (for it is no 
wond*r that thoſe maligne us,, ſeeing that as a thiefe or 
murderer hates none ſo much as the perſons and friends of 
them whomthey have robbed or murdered; ſoit is im- 
poſſible that theſe men ſhould looke upen the thinne 
cheekes,bare cloarhing, & baſe reſpeAt of Gods Minifters, 
and compare them with their owne well farniſhe tables, 
rich and gorgeous attire, great cftimation and account, 
and all this arifing out of the Miniſters maintenance , but 
that, their owne conſciences accuſingthem with theft and 
murthec, the perſons of Church-men of all other ſhould 
be moſt harefull unto them?) theſe, Ifay, arc not onely of 
our backe-friends, but Perdirio tus ex te 8 I[racl, there arc 
de nobis, ſuch who haye made anentrance into ſacred or- 
ders, and fo are, orat leaft ought ro be of «7, ro maintaine 
the honour, credit; rites and priviledges of God in his 
Church againſt the enemies an1 adyerſaries thereof ; yet 
feare notboth by pen and preaching publickely and pri- 
vately to feeke the ruine, deſtruRion , and overthrow of 
the ſame, I know generally , and for the moſt part theſe 
areonely your fratres portwlantes, your Fryer mendicants, 
ſipendary Preachers, RT with your rambling crue 
of wandring Levitesz who though they ſeeme to hate no- 


— 


they willingly 2>a97g,08510x07G6y, be bufic Superintendents 
over all the Pariſhes in a Countrey. Whoſe maintenance 


thing more then a Biſhop, and double benefice, yer would | 


ariſeth | 


C——_—_—O CCI — ey oye —— Cn 


— 
4 


s due 


S Cal 


wrch 
who 
_—_ 


Lima | | 


ſer of 
Matri- 
is BO 
fe or 
ds of 
| 1Mm- 
hinne 
ters, 
les, 
Dune, 
but 
t and 
ould 
ly of 
arc 
| Or- 
-aine 
1 his 


Ee Es Ee eee een 
——— 


| 


| So that the Church, or God for his Church may juſtly 
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thento <quall or preferret 


bountie, a 
falſe and ſcandalous accuſations and aſperſions z by wh 


live no where in more dif = , in no places ſo unquietly 
and diſcontentedly, as w 
and are frequent, Burt if theſe men did rightly underſtand 
what belonged to 8 cure of ſoules , nay if they preferred 
not their owne glory before Gods, and the filling of their 
| owne purſes before the feeding of mens ſoules, making 
| their gaine their godlineſſe; it is impoſſible that they 
' ſhould write, preach, anddoe fo oppoſite, not only to the 
| rext of Gods word, but the teſtimonic of their owne 
| conſciences, which cannot but convince them either of 
; wilfull ignorance, or obſtinate error, in running ſuch irre» 
gular and irreligious courſes, Neither are theſe onely our 
| backe friends ( who I mzy truely ſay are amongit ws, but 
| not of #s:) bur there are ( the greater our miſery ) ex n0= 
| ftris, ſuch who know the Law, that they who doe ſuch 
| things are worthy of death; more, who are placed in high 
. . 
| place inthe Church , for the proreCting of it, and the 
| rites thereof, and to puniſh thoſe that doe contrarie ; 
yet theſe men, cither doe the ſame things , or at leaſt 
are patrons, and favourors of them that doe them, 


take 


meanes they have ſo ſcrued themſelves into the affeRions 
of the Laitie (who had rather give twelye-pence of 
bountie to a ſtranger, then two peuce of dutic to their 
owne Paftor ) that no men live ſo richly, none more con- 
rentedly;whileſt in the meane time, the Parſons & Vicars 


e ſuch kinde of teachers live, 


ariſeth as they can raiſe fation;z and whoſe faRion en= 
creaſeth by ſerting the Paſtor and the Pariſh together by 
the eares;and no better oy & meanes for theſe purpoſes, 
cir private meetings & places | 

thereof, with or before the publicke meetings of Gods 
Church; denying the payment of tithes ro be due jure die 
vino, leaving their maintenance to every mans particular 
nd goring the ſides of their fellow Miniſters by 

ic 


| 
| 
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tet. — 


take up that complaint of the Propher , It is not mine cne- 

mie that doth me this-wrong, but my familiar friend that 

eares at my table, yea whoſe cable I have filled with a full 

hanJ; he hath lift up his heele,tongue, hand, and all again! 

mee, | 

But when I ſpeake in theſe genzrall rearmes I would 

not be thought'to be like Eliah, that I only were left a 

friend to Gods houſe and his inhericance; nay there are 

(the Lord be bleſſe1 for it } many thouſands in che Church 

of England who havenor bowed their knees to Baal, who 
haye not yet putto their hands for the pulling downe of 
Gods SanQtuary,the robbing God of bis tithes, or abuſing 

bis Minifters. And here I may not forget that mirrour of 
pietie in this kinde , I meanc K.lames our late Soveraigne, 

ever of bleſſed memory; who for his zeale to Gods houſe, 
his care for the advancement and increaſe of true religion, 

and for his love to Gods Minitters,may well becalled an- 

other Solomon: witnes his care in his firlt ſertling,to ſertle 

religion as the foundation of his other buildings, and to 
eſtabliſh to this end all things in order and peace inthe 

Church, with his conſtant courſe for rhe maintenance and 

increaſe of the ſame: witneſſe his forwardnes, not onely to 

provoke others by command, but by example,by his owne 

purſe and bounty to repaire Churches in divers parts of 
this Kingdome, to reſtore and endow, yea to raiſe Biſhope 
prickes and other maintenances for the Clergie, both in 
Scotlan4 and other parts of his dominions: witneſle his 

love in reſtoring Biſhops and others to their auncient pri» 

viledges and dignities, to be not onely 4 ſ«cris, bur ſecrets- 

oribus confilits, of his ſacred, but moſt ſecret and private 

counſclls: witnefſe his readineſſe and forwardneſle of all 

hands to doe the Church any good; even to the reſtoring 

of her right in tithes, In all which particulars had the 

hearts of his SubjeQs beene upright with God and him, 

2s were Solomons in the dedication of the Temple;I doubt 


not 
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 witeand religions, when their ſcorners ſhall be ſtayed 


j 


| 
i 


' fees would willingly placke cuc their own? eyes 3 
| an: howfoeyer the world accounts of them , yet I 
| dovbt not bur ar the gererall dey of accounts theſe 
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another Solomon, Neither are our hopes avy whit lefſen- 


Father for interiour vertues and en 
minde, eſpecially thoſe which have been the mes glo- 
ry of Chriſtian Kings, and wherein his Roya 

ced his higheſt pitch of content and happineſle, robe the 
Defender of the Chriflian faith, a Nurſe of Gods Church, 
a Patron? and ProteRor of his worſhip, with all the pla- 
ces, perſons, and rices thereunto appertaining and belong. 
ing. Torheſe two tail Cedars of th. worlds Libanus ma 

we adde many Rrong and goodly Okes of our Engliſh Ba. 
fan, as many a Ichoiada, Obediah, Centurion, Reverend 
Biſhops, Right Honoucable Counſellors, with other 
| Nobles of high ranke and degree, trucly borne Gentry, 
| whoneither leaning to ſuperſt:rion on the right hand, nor 
to faction on the left hind, but waiking uprightly with 
their God in truth 2nd Gnceritie of true rcjzgton, labour to 
r{tifie the fame by their bounty to Goiis houſe, and re- 
| fp: 10 his Min Rers; and ] would thele were not tearmed 
| your ſtare.Proteltan's, your teemp9'1z ng profeſiors, nay 
| friends and abetrers of Popery and ſ{uperiticion; yea Ce- 
| Carex hath a Cornelius, Toppaa Simon, Fphelus a Priſcilla, 
| &c, wary Galzticnz are their inmany pars of this king- 
| done, who for the good of Gods houſe and his Minte 


ſhail paſle freely with a Sc40 and Placer for me1 truely 


with a Neſci» and a Non placet, as beivg unworthy of any 
degree cr place in the Kingdome of heaven. Thus I lay 
there are fome of all ranks , orders , and degrees, who 
like Ioleph and Iacob bring Gods blefling, and with Mo- 

ſes 


nor, bur as in other things, ſo inthis I may trucly call him 
ed in his Kingly Sore Royall King Charles our moſt gra» 
cioas Soveraigne, who is the my image of his Royall 

owrents of foule and 


Father pla- 


7 
- ai 
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ſes in the gap withhold Gods hand from his fierce judge- 
| ment: who ( maugre all the {pight and malice of Satan 
and his abetrors, the enemies of 


—_— 
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od gnd his inheritance ) 
are and will be liberall rowards the maintenance of his 
houſe ,reſpe&tfull of his Miniſters, willingly and liberally 
honouring them both with maintenance and countenance. 
But alas theſe are but as a gathering afcer vintage, and a 
leaning after harveſt, if you come to Vox popnii, the ge- 
nerall cry of the generall number, who cither canor will 
cry noother ſong then that of the Caldeans at the ſacking 
of forufiton, Downe with Churches, away with tithes,let 
us trample both them and their Prieſts downe to the 
ground. 

All which duely conſidered, as it gives all true hearted 
Chriſtians juſt cauſe to lament and bewaile the wretched 
and miſerable eſtate and condition of men in theſe times; 
ſogivesitusnolefle cauſe to feare, that God hath ſome 
extraordinary plague or other inſtore for us, which with- 
out repentance will ſpeedily and ſuddenly fall upon us; yea 
Gods judgments, as a juſt puniſhment of this finne, are al- 
ready fal'n upon us. And that it may appeare toothers, 
that this feare is not cauſcleſle,this aſſertion truthleſſe, Jet 
us take into our conſideration theſe three texts of Scrip- 
ture: the firſt is that of Deut. 28. 15. 16. 17. &c. 

From whence I make this inference, that if hewhich 
keepes not all Gods Commandements ſhall be obnoxious 
and lyable to all theſe curſes ( many of them fitly ſqua- 
ring with the evills of theſe times; ) why ſhould not the 
committing of that ſinne which at once breakes ſcaven 
of the ten Commandements? For what man can truely 
ſay he loves, feares, or truſts in God, when hee regards 
not his houſe, nor his Miniſters; but robbs both him and 
them of that maintenance which he hath reſerved to him- 
ſelfe for that purpoſe? or how can God bee worſhipped 


with holy worſhip,how can his Sabbaths be duely 8 ho- | 
lily * 
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lily Kkept;how can we be ſayd to honour our parents, when 
our ſpirituall Fathers are not onely contemned;, bur rob. 
bed of thoſe things which God hath alloted for their bet- 
ter maintenance? and leſtly, if to covet not onely Gods, 
but the Miniſters houſe, wife, maintenance &c. to robbe 
Godof his tithes, and that to the grinding of his Em- 
baſſaJours faces.be not a breach of the's, 8, and 10 com- 
mandement, impothble it is that they ſhonld bee broken. 
[ ſay, all rheſe conſidered, why may not this frane which 
thus at once violates 7 of the 10, bee the very cauſe, of 
at leaſt one of the principall cauſes of all the eyills that are 
lately fallen upon us? 

Bur becauſe generall threats take ſmall place in remoo- 
ving particular and accuſtomed finnes, in thenext place 


concerns Gods houſe, the other his tithes, both his Mini- 
ſers reſpet and maintenance; where if wee compare the 
finnes and puniſhments there mentioned for choſe finnes, 
with theſe times, wee ſhall finde chem in many polars fit- 
ly to anſwer one another, 

For firſt for the finnes, was there ever any 2ge wherein 
men might more truely be ſayd ro dwell in ſeiled houſes, 
and Gods houſe | _ whenas the houſes 'of every or. 
dinary Eſquire, tor glory without and rich and coſtly fur 
niture within, is anſ{werable to the ancient manſions of 
Nobles,yca pallaces of Kings,whileſt Gods houſe was ne- 
ver lefſe glorious wirhour , never more pooreand bare 
within? Or was there ever wherein mers might 
more juſtly be accuſed for robbing God of his tithes and 

offerings, thenthis of ours; who robbe him not onely of 
ſuperfluicies, but of his very riches of inheritance; allows- 

ing in many places hatdly a centh,nay not a twentieth parr 

evenof char which he hath wholly referved for him «id 

his? 

And for the puniſhments, they are no leſſe anfw*rable: | 


let | 


view and conſider Ha G. 1.andMALACH. 5. the one | © 


> | 
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let me give you a bill of ſome particulars: and herein, not 
toaſcend higher, then fince the time that thac myſterie of 
iniquiry the Hiſtory of tithes was firſt revealed to the 
world, fince which time the fine of ſacriledge hattr tur- 
ned Catholik-chriſtian, a warrantable finne, if net a com- 
mendable vertue;but yer not impart; for was there ever any 
age wherein hath been noted more frequent exportations 
of Engliſh commodities, eſpecially of the fruites and cn- 


| creaſe of the earth, but with lefle accrument and adyan- 


ragecither to the exporters,or to the kingdome? and hath 
not experience taught us of late times, that our barnes 
ſome yeares, have ſcarce ever becne fuller of ſtraw,and yet 
at the yery (elfe ſame time our garners ſcldome emprier 
of corne? have not our ficlds _ times laughed and 
ſung as it were with a promiſing harveſt, and yer our 
theafes when they came to undergoe.the threſhers flayle, 
have wept as it were and ſhrunke away, not fearing ſo 
much the blow of Tribylation, as conſcious tothemſelves 


| of their owne inability to fatisfie the husbandmans labour 


& expeRation? And why may not this(to paſſe all others) 
be a very-pithy and fatisfying reaſon,v1z,God ſeeing men 
wg fat themſclves intheir owne conceits with hopes 

expeRations of great increaſe, burlike the hog under 
the tree never looking up to the Author of their welfare, 
grudging God a cut of his owne loafe, and baſely deny- 
ing, as their manger is, the repaimet of a tenth for the free 
donationof an huadred fold; why Day might not this be 
2 juſt-inducement to nie God to blow upon their 
harveſt,and ſo ſometimes fruſtrate their greateſt expeRa- 
tions? And againe, was there ever any age, wherein the 
moſt pregnant men have more beate their braines by new 
projeRs and deviſes , to fill both the publicke creafary and 
their owoe private purſes, but with lefſe ſuccefle and ho» 
nour totheir enterprizes? ſo that it may truly be ſaid as ir 


isin Ha 6G. 1.6, They bave ſowen mucb and brought in 
= fatle 


—_— __ 
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lntle; eaten, but not had enough; drwnken z» Jt not beene ſa- 
tisfiedz they have fit as it were upon addle egges,raken up 
their Inne at the Laboxry in vaine, their wages and earnings 
have been truſſed up in a broken bag. { 
To adde totheſe, hath not the Turke,and Dunkirk ,and 
other enemies (as our haven-Townes too well know 
experience) much deſtroyed and endamaged us abroad?and 
at home hayenotour informers, projeQors , monopoliſts, 
that helliſh brood of ſtate=horſleatches, ſucked out almoſt 
the very hearts of the ſubjes purſes, if not of the Kings | 
treaſury ? hath not the Lord thundred diverſe wouge= 
heaven, ſhot out his arrowes of wrath and indignaf&;the 
arrow I meane that flyeth by night, and devoureth thou- 
ſands atnoone day, andno doubt for our reformation and 
anvendment as well of this crying finne of ſacriledge, as of 
any other grofle enormities whatſoever ? Is not our king- 
dome at this preſent involyed and perplexed with many 
perilous and hazardous engagements, the ſucceſſe where- 
of inlikelyhood depends upon the reformation as well of 
this as of any our other intolerable impieries? And laſtly 
how ever dulce belinum inexpertis, warre was the votes 
defires of many men during the times of quietnes and 
peace; yet upon this little experience we have had of late, 
we quickly perceive how great a devourer warre is both 
of the publicke and private ſtock; and conſequently a pu- 
niſhmenc upon a kingdome, though never ſojuſily and.ne- 
ceſſarily 1 ndertaken. To theſe might bee added many 
more; An I had rather deale my inftances inthis kinde by 
weight then number. 
Neither willit ſerve for excuſe to ſay that the defaci 
of Gods houſe and the al.enation of his tithes to the dif- 
honour of God, and the prejudice of his Miniſters, was an 
a of our forefathers done mary yeares fince,and it is rot 
like that God after ſo long a time will puniſh the finnes of 
the fathiers upon the children : or if it were a fione, it was 


4 


K 2 done 
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done by the exemplary praQiſe of the Church, who ſuffer- | 
ed thera to be fo alienated : chat our Miniſters are not fo 
niany as wereamonght the Iewes,and thoſe not ſo good in 
theſe times as to deſerve fo great a portion for their 
maintenance as the tenth of the whole land and Kking- 

Co 

For toanſwer cach ina word; For the firſt, I fay it will 
not excuſe the edging of the childrens reeth that rheir fa» 
thers have caten ſowre grapes;z8 howſoever God doth nor 
alwaies puniſh the finsof the fathers in and upon the chil- 
dren,qaes iſ the children live and continue in their fathers 
ſans edly to poſſeſſe that which the'r fathers wicke 
edly gotr, in the puniſhment of the child the fathers fins 
are not forgotren, though it be to a fourth generation, 
Neither-in the ſecond place can the Churches praRiſe 
intimes paſt be any warrant or excuſe for the praftiſc of 
theſe times: for if they ſpeake of the firſt alienation in the 
times of the Schoolmen, though they were alienated from 
thetrue uſe of parochiall right, yer not altogeth*r from 
the uſe of rhe Church; Monult:ries, whether of Monkes, 
Friers or Nuns, whether regulars or ſeculars, being ac- 
counted the greateſt and principal! among ft Churchmen + 
inthoſe times. 

Againe, how weake a reaſoning is this, to reaſon from 
the corrupted times of the Cburch, the dayes of cove 
| touſnes and ignorance, when Popery and fuperfinticon 
| were at their height, ro maintaine the lelfe ſame practiſe 
in theſe dayes, theſe glorious daies of th: glorious light 
of the Goſpel? Wee hate ro follow them in all other do» 
_ and practiſcs, why ſhould we goe beyond them in 
this ? | 
If they ſpeake of che times of the diſſolution in the 
Reigne of King Henry the eighth, Ianſwer morechen 
what I have fayd in this particular before; that 1 never 
| heardany underftanding man either Proteſtant or Papiſ, 
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; though he ca7 be content to hold tithes by vertue of the 
| practiſe of the Church inthoſe times, but he accounted of 
the taking away of the tithes as athirg in its owne na» 
ture wicked, a practiſe neither warrantable by the rules | 
cither of religion or reaſon. And howſoever the Miniſters 
of theſe timcs are not ſo many as were the Levites for pro« 
pcrtion with the reſt of thepeople, and theſe nor all fo 
good as were to be deſired, yet God who demaunds the 
tenth, and from whome we receive the whole, 1s no 
changeling, but alwaies one andthe ſame both to us and 
them; or it there be any odds, it is on our part,in that what 
we want in number we have double in the excel! of 
our miniſtery and minifteriall funRion with the glad ti. 
dings we bring men:- and let them makethe worſt of us 
they can, they car. not make us worſe then were the Prieſts 
and Levites in thedayes of Malachi and of our Saviour 
Chriſt, yea I dare ſay there are now in theſe kingdomes 
more and more able men for the worke of th2 miniftery, 
and more conſcionable for the performing their duties,then 
ever were fince the firſt ſettling of the Goſpel intheſe parts, 
| And L:ftly, for the length ot time fince the fuſt alienas 
tion of chem, whether they underſtand it of the time 
of Alexander Hiles , or the dayes of King Henry -the 
eighth, anſwer, N»lum rem pus ocemvrit Regt time will noe 
preſcribe the title of ancarthly King, and ſhall it Rand 
£o0d againſt the right and inheritance of the King of hea- 
ven? Second!ly, God hath nor alrogether deferred to pus» 
niſh us in all theſe times, but hath ſent amongſt us many, 
and thoſe extraordinary puniſhments, though wee have 
feightly regarded them, or at leaſt not accounted them as 
puniſhments for thele ſinnes principally amongſt others, 
But ſay God had nor. hitherto, yer now he hath : andir is 
nor uſuall with God to puniſh fone alwaies at the fartt,but 
onely in his deareſt children:as for obſtinare ſinners, he lers 
them go onin their ſins till chey come to their full beight, 
EE.” oo K 2 that 
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| that ſo he may puniſh themwith more ſeverity. And if this 
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finne of ſacriledge were at the height in any age, Church, 
or Kingdome, we may truely ſay theſe are the times, in 
that,norwithſ(tanding the glorious light of the Goſpel hath 
ſhined ſo many yeares together amongſt us, notwithſtand= 
ing the glorious example of a religious King, the great 
number of able Miniſters,and the Yaily endeavourof theſe 
Miniſters ( yeaof Lay-men themſelyes, the more their 
honour ) both by preaching and writing to withdraw men 
from this fiane,by drawing them to give God his due both 
in his houſe and inhericance ; yet men grow worſe and 
worſe; their hearts in this finne more and more hardened; 
yeaſo impudent and braſen faced are men growae, that 
they dare maintaine ir not onely by private praRtiſe , bur 
publicke pen, ſhouldering God and his ſcryants out of 
their owne, either by plaine force of armes, or trickes of 
playing legerdemaine. All which confidered gives us juſt 
cauſe tobeleeve that this finne is not only one cheife cauſe 
of the preſent evils in & of theſe times,but that God hath 
ſome other great plague to puniſh us withall, without our 
ſpeedy and hearty repentance; that God ſhould take from 
us the light of his Goſpel, & ſend us a famine of his word 
as he hath of other his bleſſings, the next ſtep to the utter 
deſtruRion both of ſoules and bodies:from which evill the 
Lord for his mercies ſake long keep & defend us! Andthat 
wee may the berter hope ne expe his mercy therein, let 
us every one in his particular ranke, order, quality , andf 
condition, labour for the good of Gods houſe, and give 
unto his Miniſters that countenance and maintenance 
he hath giventhem, and requires on their behalfe at our 
handes towards them, 

And firft, right honourable Tudges the pillars both of 
Churchand common wealth, let mee intreat you in the 
name of God and his Church, that as your lawes and judg 
ments flow from the ſeas of Gods lawes and ſtatutes, 1o 


FOR 


they 
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they may returne thither againe in ſtreames, to the main- 
renance of the ſame with all the paris and perſons be 
longing thereunto;that you would bee pleaſed inyour cir- 
cuit to take a yiewe of the ruines and decayes of Gods 
houſe, the place where his honour dwelleth; and among 
other particulars of your charge, helpe forward mens 
backward devotion, by teaching them the dues, and be- 
wailing the ruines of the ſame. 

And _ that the finne of ſacriledge is growne to 
that height, that men feare not by perjury to hazard their 
owne ſoules for the committing of it, that you would be 
pleaſed to ſuppreſſe the great number of prohibitions 
graunted inthar caſe, the cauſe of this evill ro the damning 
of many a ſoule;and that you would confider in the caſe of 
prohibitions and ſuits of this kinde, the nature, quality, 
condition, both of witneſſes and jurors, cnforming them 
not onely of the truth of the evidence, but of the nature 
of the finne both of ſacriledge and perjury with the judge. 
ments of God neceſſarily Mw upon the ſame. 

And ſeeing wee that are Gods Miniſters doe not with- 
draw our ſelyes from the ſecular yoke and power , but ac- 
knowledge our ſclves to be bound inall obedience to our 
civill Magiſtrates, both King as ſupreame, and his Mini- 
Rters under himz that you would be pleaſed to enforme all 
menof the quality and condition of our perſons and plae 
| ces, to teach them the bounds and limits of their power, 
that ſo we may not be made a dayly pray tothe inſulting 
humour of every man in inferiour place and office, 
And as I have beene bold to make this requeſt to your 
Lordſhips, ſo give mee leave to fecond the ſame to all, 
that every one in his ſeverall ranke and degree endeayour 
the reformation of theſe {innes and abuſes both in them- 
ſelves and inothers. And tothisend, let us not: looke fo 
ofrenon our ſtately built houſes, ſo well beautified wirh= 
out, and ſo well furniſhed within, and ſeeing Gods houſe 
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| having neither glory without, nor beauty within (the Goſ- 
pell exceped; ) bur lying ruinared and inthe dulty ler us 
| call ro minde what a hnne it is for us to dw:ll in our ſeiled 
| houſes, and Gods houſe lye waſt ; and ſo toour ſeveral 
qualities and abilities caſt ſome few mites intothe treaſu- 
ricof the Santuary for their repaire and maintenance. $0 
| often as you looke upon your rich tapeſtry carpets , pure 
| and fine linnen, rich and well turniſhed cubboards of plate. 
of all ſorts-and faſhions, thinke iz a ſhame tor you to bee 
| thus richly and abundantly flored,and Gods houle and ta- 
ble in the meane time ſo baſely & contemprtibly provid:dz 
andþare-ſomething out of your ſuperfluitic to Gods ho- 
nour for the bcauritying of the ſame. So often as you 
walkeinto your well growen fields abounding wich all 
ſorts of graine and other things neceſſary for your corpo- 
rall ſuſtenance, your garners tull abounding with all man- 
| nerof ſtore, your ſhcepe and oxen bringing forch thou- 
| ſands and ten thouſands in your paſtures , your ſonnes 
| omy up like young plants, your daughters like poli. 
| thed corner-fones, your ſelves and ſervants and cattell 
' healrhfull and irong to labour for the daily increaſe of 
your ſtates; call ro minde from whom (namely God alone ) 
| you receive all chefe blefſings and abundance; and thinke 
it a ſhame roderaine from him and his that ſmall portion of 
centh that hee hath reſerved for himſelfe and his Mini- 
ſters for the berter feeding and nouriſhing of your, foules, 
And chat the Merchant and Tradeſman may not thinke 
himſclfe exempted from this duty, becauſc his gaines are 
not ſo eafily knowne and deſcryed; ſo often as he viewes 
bis ſhips come ſafe from ſea, full richly towed, with all 
manner of choice & time-ſcrving commodities, filling bis 
| warehouſe and returning to his coffers an hunired fold for 
| his ourfent adventures; fo often as he beholds his ſhoppe 
throaging with chapmen for che venting of thoſe his farre 
fercht ar bome made commodiries, ſo greatly enriching, 
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his eftate that he is able yearely to adge houſe unto houſe, 
land unto land , lordſhip anto lordſhip , till he know no 
end of his wealth; riſing, as incftate ſo in honour , from 
the loweſt to the higheſt ranke and degree for the place 
whesecin he lives : let him ſeriouſly call ro minde from 
whome he receives all theſe bleſſings, and thinke ir a 
ſhame, yea a ſinae toreceiye all this from the hands of 
God dayly, and in the mcane time to returne him thankes 
| with a twopenny dole ac Eaſter , or if he ſtreech himſelfe 
toa ten ſhillings gift (for duc he will acknowledge none ) 
to hold it a worke of ſupererogation, for which God andy 
his Miniſter are bound unto him all the yeare after in all. 
things tobe at his command , whileſt ia the meane time 
his pooreſt tenant in the _—_ who fits upon racket 
rents, and hath no more beſides his bandy labour but a 
Cowe, Gooſe, and Sowe for the maintenance of himſelfe 


and family, ſhall rerurnc God by way of thankefulnes 
double his proportion, and blefſe God that he hath ir co 
render him by the hands of his Miniſters, 

And howſocyer we your poore Miniſters are but men 
ſubje& co the ſame intirmities with your ſelves ( yea, as 
Saint Ehryſoſtome affirmeth, J5p wiye 73 atioua, rroiry 
untes x $1 xlr$ wwe; Ted mu ieguovylw Ly ov7t» quanto celſior 
dignitas, tanto Sacerdotis majora ſunt pericula ) who in re« 
gard of the excellency of our callings, and oppoſition 0f 
Satan againſt us inthe ſame, are ſubjeR to more dangers 
then others,and ſo our ſlips and falls more and more noto- 
rious then of thoſe in other callingszyet remember we are 
Regale Sacerdotinms,we are Gods Embaſladours, beſcech- 
ing you in Chriſt his ſtead, repreſcnting his perſonz and 
ſo afford untagus that duce honour thatour places and cal. 
ings require; though not for our owne, yet for his ſake 
at ſent us:and in a word toconclude all with that ſaying 
holy Nazianzene; O yee/beepe, take not wpon you to pre- 
ibe rales and lawes of maintenance to your ſheapheardes ; 
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neither incroach wpon their 00 and poſſeſſions; let it 
ſuffice you that you are rightly fedae ; take not upon you to 
'ndge your judges nor give lawzs, to your lawgtvers,remem - 

ing alwaies that not you nor wee onr ſelves, but God hath 
| 14.20.23. | made 41h? Paſtors of your ſonles: or to uſe the Lords owne 
words HAG. IT. 8. Goe wp to the mountaine and bring 
-| weed, and build the houſe, and [ will take pleaſure init, and [ 
willbeglorifyeds and MALA CH. 3, 10. 1s 12. Bring 
yee all the tithes into the ſtorehouſe, rbat there may be meate 
in my houſe, andproove me now berewith, if I'will not open you 
he windowes of heaven, aud powre you ont a bleſſing that there 
ſhall not be roome enough to receive it; And I will rebuke the 
devourer for your ſakes and be ſhall not deſtroy the fruite of 
your ground; neither ſhall your vine caſt her fruite before her 
time in the fields of the Lord of hoſts: And all nations ſhall 
call you bleſſed ;, for you ſhall bee a delightſome land, ſaith 
the Lord of hoſter, Of which bleſſings that we may bee 
partakers, he graunt us to doe what he commands, even 
the God of Abraham, Iſaac, and Iacob,to whome be glo- 
ry and honour from generation to generation. 
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Fter this diſcourſe had lain five yeares by 
me, and had taken it's laft farwelt of mefor 


. > the Preſſe, and was at the inſtant of print- 
ing. there came to my hands 4 manuſcript of an un- 
knowne Author , written by way of anſwer to Doft, 
Cart ron , $". Henay Spiiman , M. Rozrats, 
and others. the which when I had read over , 1 found 
it to be a meer invettive, written with the pen of 

ſome malicious Martin Mar-prelate, containing 48 
many ſcurrilous raylings 4s pages , more lies then 
leafes; and [o unworthy of anſwer. Yet being certi- 
fied by the friend that brought it. that it paſſed from 
hand to hand amony # many of our Gentrie intheſe 
Northern parts, and that with ſo great approbation, 
that ſome of them were reſolved to have it printed 
at Amſterdam, the moſt proper place to bring forth 
ſuch a lirth; I thought it would not be altogether 
| wnneceſ[arie , to adde this briefe anſwer by way of 
Appendix tomy former diſcourſe, that ſoif it came 
to any of theſe Gentlemens hands ( ſceing both the 
weakeneſſe and the wickedneſſe of thetr ſo much ad- 
mired and adored Idolt) they night reforme their 
[err wr, and embrace the trach. The ſumme of which 
| diſcourſe, I have drawne into theſe five following 
heads; the reſidue being not worth the _—_ or 
already anſwered in the former part of this Book | 
M eCArgum 


Reſpon, I 


| 


| God cRtabliſhed a Nationall church viſible to the eye of 


th Appendre. 


ARGUYMENTYM I. 


Oſes in the book of Geneſis ſets downe no 
M:-: of Prieſthood, or tithing of force with 
Gods people in thoſe dayes ; therefore the in. 
ſtances of Melchiſedeck and Iacob, brought to 
proove the divine rightof tithes, proove nothing in this 
ueſtion, that they were of generall and neceſlary uſe in 
thoſe times. 
Firſt, we fay that the Church of God was then contain- 
ed inone, or a very few families;ſo that there was none- 
ceſſitie of a generall Law, either of Prieſthood or tithes: 
the eldeſt inthe familie being as a Prieſt to the reſt, 
Secondly, God taught not his Patriarchs /ege ſcripta, as 
he did his Church afterward ; but ſpecials inſtinitu, by ſpe- 
ciall reyelation and inſtint , which to them was i»/tar /e- 
# ſupra legem, as ſure and Rtrongly binding as any written 
{64 God himſelfe being their Prieſt, revealing himſelfe & 
his will by dreams and vifions; and immediately bleſſing 


Vrim and Thummim under the Law; and by his Apoſtles, 
Evangeliſts, and Paſtors now under the Goſpel, 

Thirdly, hee that hath but halfe aneye may perceive | 
that Moſes in his book of Genefis doth not write an exa | 
continued ſtory of all things,as ke doth in his other books, 
but onely ſo much as may ſhew the continued ſucceſle of 
Gods Church from family to family, untill ſuch time as | 


his Church, as after he did by his Prieſts and ai, 


the world, together with ſome other occurrences, as were 
worthy the knowledge of Gods Saints, either to be imi-| 
tatedor ayoyded in all ſucceeding ages:ſothat if there had 
been mention made of tithes payd be once in thar tory, 


} it had been ſufficient premiſes to have drawne a neceſſary 
concluſion for the generall praQtiſe of thoſe times, But to 


have two ſuch remarkable examples; the one of Abraham 
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the 
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flcſh, bur afterthe ſpirit, che Church Evangelicall ) pay. 
ing tithes not to a Legall Prieſt,but to Melchiſedeck, the 
Typicall Prieſt of the New Teſtament; the other of Iacob 
(the head of Iſraels family, and the Iewiſh Church after 
|the fl:zſh, in whoſe family the viſible Nationall church of 
the Iewes was firſt founded and eſtablithed) yowing the 
tenth of his eſtate to God, the then immediate Pricſt of 
his Church. Theſe two inſtances, I ſay, of Abraham and 
Iacob rendring to God by way of thankfulnefſe for his 
bleſſings, not an eighth, ninth, eleventh, or twelfth, bur in 
a quota of tenth ( the ſame quota becing eſtablithed after- 
ward by God ſo ſoon as ever he ſetled a Church and Prieſt- 
hood ) are ſufficient to enforce the generall praQiſe, not 
onely for thoſe times, bur for all ſucceeding times,fo lon 
as God ſhould continue a Church or Priefthood,or at leaf 
till he ſhould preſcribe ſome new law tothe contrary, 

But againſt theſe inſtances he makes mapy exceptions, 
Firſt, againſt the practiſe of Melchiſedeck he alleadgerh, 
that this Melchiſedeck was Chriſt bimſelfe, appearing in 
the forme and ſhape of a man, and\bleſſing Abraham, 


make Melchiſedeck atypeof Chriſt, Ps a1. 110. and 
He B.7. upleſſe we will make Chriſt a type of himſelfe, 


follow, but that Chriſt ( beeing the everlaſting Biſhop of 
aur ſoules , the ſame yeſterday , to day , and for ever ; upon 
whoſe Prieſthood all other Prieſthoods have fole depen- 
dance; of whom all other Prieſts are cither types , or to 
whom they are ſubſtitutes) bleſſing Abrabam, & receive. 
ing tithes in licu thereof, in the perſon, office, and order | 
of Prieſthood, and that before the Law eſtabliſhed, muſt 
needs inferre the payment of tithes in their qvora to 
Chriſt and his Prieſts rhroughout all generations ? Yea, to 
have a Prieſt no ſooner named in the book of God , but 
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the father of the faithful ( the Iewes not onely after the | 


Firſt, both David and Paul crofle this aſſertion, who | 5,14 x. 


Secondly, fay we ſhould graunt thisz what would then | Solve. 2. 
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! who hath a competent living in time of plenty , would be 
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tithes to hims pad , doth ſo neceſſarily conjoyne them, that 
none but he that will make himſelfe a profeſſed cnemie to 
Chriſt and his Prieſts can disjoyne them. 

But we reade that the Egyptians had Priefts who re-- 
ceived no tithes; therefore Prieſts and tiches are not re/ata 
ſo neceflarily conjoyned. 

How prooves he this aſſertion? Wee finde mention 
onely of cheir lands, & allowance made by the King in the 
time of famine ; therefore they had no tithes, Martin 
Mar-prelate toa haire. 

Why ſhould not Moſes his mentioning tithes payd by 
Abraham and yowed by Iacob,as well proove the affirma- 
tive for the praiſe of Gods Church and people for the 
payment of Tithes ? or what hath Baal and his ſervice to 
doe with God and his ſervice? Ihaveread that the heathen 


have been Apes to Gods people , for the manner of divine 
worſhip, but never that the Saints were to be regulated by 
the heathen. But to ſhape an anſwer co the objeion , why 
may not I ay that the King of Egypt receiving afitth part 
of all increaſe of his land, included in that fifth the Prieſts 
tenth; maintaining them in the time of dearth our of his 
owne ſtore ? By which meanes hee did not onely take from 
the Prieſts the envy of the people, but maintained chem & 


have done. Sure I am that many a Miniſter in theſe dayes 


glad the King would take the like care for him in time of 
carcity : all that he can ſay againſt me is bur a wow eſt [crip- 
tam, Moſes writes not ſo much: howſoever ſure I am there 
is a ſcriptum eſt, firſt againſt his ſacriledge; for when the 
King bought all the land of his people, hee bought not the 
Prieſts land: ſecondly againſt his contributary compe+« 
tency; for the Egyprian Prietts lived not of the contribu- 


thoſe lands were not able to releive them, the King lefe 


theirs better then otherwayes their lands & cithes would | 


tion of the people , but had lands of their owne, and when | 
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f them not to the mercy of the people, but maintained them 


our of his owne ſtore. 

Againſt the praQtiſe of Iacob hee thus reaſons; Vowes 
are to bee made onely of things indifferent, ſuch things as 
are in our power to doe, or not todoe; but Iacob yowed 


tithes; therefore the payment of tithes is not neceſſary | 


but a thing indifferent, 

Firſt, I anſwer that the law of vowing or vowes, was 
made after Iacob, and therefore if there were any ſuch 
clauſe inic,yet it bound not Iacob:if hee ſay the law made 
by Moſes ſerves as a rule forall ages, why then not the 
law of tithing, which he cannot deny, but under the Law 
was a duty neceſſary ? But to draw neer to an anſwer , 
Vowes,faich the Author, were to be made of things onely 
indifferent, not neceſſary. I aske then whether wee may 
ſweare tothe performance of things neceſſary; if we may, 
then wee may vowe to performe whatſoever wee may 
ſ{weare to pertorme: but wee may ſweare the performance 
of things neceſſary: ergo, 

Obedience to Kings is a thing neceſſary, Rom. 13. 1; 
but we may ſweare obedience to Kings. To forſake the 
Devill and all his workes is a duty neceſſary; but wee may 
not onely vowe this in baptiſme, but take the Sacramerg 
after to binde us to the performance of that vowe: nay if 
wee may not vowe things neceſſary, why did Jacob vowe 
that the Lord ſhould be his God i And whereas yowes are 
defined to bee promiſſiones ſpontanee voluntary promiſes 
and aQions, they arc not ſo tearmed in relation tothe ſub- 
Rance and matter of the things vowed, but to the perſons 
vowing , and the law whereby no man is bound ne- 
ceſſarily to make a voweof any thing. But for the thing 
vowed, if it be athing in it's owne nature lawfull to be 
done, be ir of things neceſſary or indifferent, it muſt be 
performed; As for the inſtance of Tephta's, Saul's , and 
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thereforeproove nothing to this queſtion, 

But tithes were Gods owne before,as is alleadged;then 
was it idlenefſe in TIacob to vow them. An4q hee confirmes 
his aſſertion thus ; God forbad the children of 1ſrael to 
yow their firſt borne; becauſe they were his owne before. 

Firſt, I fay as before, that a law made many yeares af- 
ter, bindes not for the time paſt, Secondly, obſerve the 
wickedneſſe of this man, who rather then lacobs praiſe 
ſhall be of force to proove the divine right of tithes, will 
make Jacob to be both an idle and wicked compani 
doing things not onely unneceſſary, but unlawfull. Third- 
ly, ſuppoſe God had made ſuch alaw concerning the firſt 

orne; whar is that to tithes , unleſſe God had made the 
like law for them? Fourthly, where doth he finde ſuch a 
law, wherein God forbad the Iſraclites ro vowe their firſt 
borne, becauſe they were his? I read in the laſt of Levi 
ticus of ſuch a lawe made concerning the firtlings of 
beaſts, as of oxen and ſheep , but not of man or ought els; 


-| nay,in the ſame Chapter and elſwhere, God gives expreſſe 


command for the ſanRification of the firſt borne of man, 
though not for the office of Prieſthood, as before: becauſe 
Levi wasnoxw choſen to that office; yet to be ar Gods dife 
poſall and command. And for the lawfulnefſe of vowin 
the firſt borne, it is evident in Annas vowing dren, 
Laſtly, in-the ſaid Chapter there is a law of tirhing ex+ 
preſſed both for matter and manmer, what and bow they 
ought co be paid, and how to be redeemed. But nothing 
either in thar place, or any els impugnes the lawful- 
neſle of vowing them ro the Lord. And thus much for 
the firſt argument. 


eARGU MENTUM TT. 
E & diſtintion of Pariſhes was and is humane, and of 
humane conſtitution, not divine; therefore tithes are 
onely humane, and of humane conſtitution. 


. If 
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If Iſhould deny his propoſition ,& ſay that all diftinis 
of Par:ſhes was not, is not humane, and of humane conſti- 
tution, I could more eafily proove my pies then he his 
affirmative: but the conſequence is {o inh'rme, I may ſpare 
that labour, For tithes were not therefore given and paid, 
becauſe Pariſhes were divided;but Pariſhes were divided 
that tithes might ina convenient and competent manner 
be conferred upon Gods Miniſters according to their me- 
rits, and the quantitie, quality , and eſtate of the perſons 
and places committed to their charge. Ard for the truth 
of his concluſion, I may as well reaſon thus ; Set times of 
Prayer, of preaching, and adminiſtring the Sacraments are 
of humane conſtitution; therefore prayers, preaching, and 
the Sacraments are humane. Bur I fee the drift of this 
Gentlemanz he would haye both humane and divine Law 
to binde all Gods Miniſters firitly to their task of preach- 
ing, &c, but the people at libertie what to give them for 
their paines, or at moſt, bound onely by mans law , which 
this Gentleman and thoſe of his opinion hold themſelves 
bound to obſerveno longer then they ſhall like and ap- 
proove of their Miniſters. And indeed this is one argu- 
ment whereby hee labours to infringe the divine right of 
tithes, 

God eflabliſhed no ſpeciall law for the puniſhment of 
ſuch as ſbould deraine tithes; therefore they were not mo- 
rall, But hee forgeteth, that as God choſe Levi 
under the Law, and chooſeth all lawfully called Minifters 
under the Goſpel, toand for his ſpeczall ſervice, to teach ; 
blefſe, and pray for his people, giving them his ewne por- 
tion of tithes for their inheritance, accounting the horour 
done to them as done to himſclſe, the robbing them the 
robbing cf himſelfe; ſo bath he promiſed that he ina ſpe- 
ciall manner will be their reyenger; And it # a fearefull 
thing to fall into the bands of the (rving, Gedz as the lewes 
did often by experience too. well knew even for this verie 
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| finnein ſpeciall. Or if this anſwer will not ſatisfy, I adde 
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further, that as Solon ordaining lawes, made none againſt 
the finne of Paricide , becauſe he thought no man could be 
ſo inhumanely cruell, as rocommir it : ſo God (1 ſpeake 
with reverence to his preſcience and omniſcience)thoughre 
no man to bee fo graceleſly unthankfull , as to deny a 
tenth to him from whome he received the whole; and. 
therefore made no law for the puniſhment of ſuch offen- 
ders. 


eARGUMENT?. ITT, 
þ third argument may thus be framed; Where there 
is an end cf the worke, there the wages ceaſe: bur 
the worke, in recompence whereof tiches were by God 
given, is at anend: therefore tithes. 

The mmor they thus proove; Tithes were given for the 
ſervice of the Tabernacle; bur the Tabernacle and ſervice 
thereof arc at an end; ergo. The ſervice of the Taber= 
nacle for which God gave tithes, conſiſted in carrying the 
Tabernacle, offering Sacrifices, with the performance of 
other ceremoniall rites and ſeryices ; bur all theſe are 
ceaſed; ergo, 

For anſwer, though I might juſtly deny the firſt propo- 


fition, that where the worke is changed there muſt nzeds 
be a change of the wages (one and the ſame wages _ 


' givenfor workes of diverſe kindes) yer I will nor infi 


thereupon, but will examine the Levites worke with their | 
wages , ſetting downe certaine Theſes as neceſſary con» 
clufions, by way of anſwer to the former objeRions. 
Firſt for wages; And hcre not to ſpeake of the 
firſt fruits, freewill-offerings,and oblations &c. bur one... 
ly to infiſt upon the wages of tithes, wee reade in the | 
Scripture of a fourefold tithe in uſe amongſt the Tees, 
and chat by God his ſpeciall appointment. | 


The firſt was called the tithe of inheritance, or the 
| tithe 
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tithe of ail the increaſe of the ſeed that the field brought | 
forth every yeare, DEvT.14 22, together with a tenth | 
of whatſoever paſled under the rod , or what els they | 
poſleſſed; This was ſeparated in the ficld before thy | 
might bring ought into the barne, or might intermedle 
with any thing for their owne uſe, 

The tecond is mentioned De v T.14- 22. and was called | 
the ſecond tithe, which was a full tenth of the nine parts, 
remaining after the deduQtion of the firſt tenth , and 
which, was to be caten before the Lord, in the place 
wherein he ſhould put his name, by the Owners, Prieſts 
and Levites, at the time of their publick Feaſts and fo- 


lemne aſſemblies: And beth theſe were to be payd years 
ly; neither might the peopl2 uſe any of the reſt till ſuch 


— 


9 


time as theſe two tithes were ſeparated from it; the lat- 
ter whereof might be changed into money, verſ. 25, but 
the former not. 

The third was a third tenth payable onely every third 
yeare,and ſo was called the tithe of the third yeare,which 
was a tenth part, for q#ota, out of the eight parts remain- 
ing, the two former tithes firſt deducted ; which was 
layd. up within the gates of their ſeverall Cities for the 
releife of the Levite , the ſtranger , fatberleſſe, and wie 


dowes within their gates; DEv Te. 14. 28. 29, 

The fourth was decima decime, the tenth of a tenth, the 
tenth part of the tithe of inheritance , offered by the Le- | 
vites as ant heave-offering to the Lord for the uſe of Aaron | 
the Prieſt, and accounted to the Levites as the increaſe of | 
the threſhing-floor,and the increaſe of the winepreſle: af- | 
ter which,and not before, they might account the tithes | 
their owne, which they might lawfully eat in every place | 
with their houſhoulds, | 

In which particular donation and conſtitution three | 
things are remarkable z Firſt, that this heave-offers» 


ing of their tithes ſhould be reckoned tothe Levires as | 


_ 
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| 
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though it were the corne of the threſhing-floore, and the 
fulneile of the winepreſſe., Secondly , they might nor 
without fine rate any of their tithes betore they had 
| paidout this tithe;intimating in my poor judgement thus | 
much unto the Levites, that when the time ſhould come 
thar the Prietthood ſhould ceaſe from their Tribe, and 
themſelves ceaſe from the ſervice of the Tabernacle, en- 
joying inheritance of lands, and dreſſing and tilling chem 
as the reſt of their brethren; yer then ſhould not all 
Priefthood ceaſe, nor tithes eo that Prieſthood , nor = 
might they exempt themſelves from paying tithes, 
cauſe they were deſcended from Levi's loynes; but they 
ſhould pay a full tenth of their corne and wine, and other 
ſubſtance, as they formerly had done our of their inheri- 
tance of tithes, unto whomſoever it ſhould pleaſe the 
Lord to conferre the office of Prieſtheod; neither ſhould 
they account ought their owne, untill they had ſo paid 
their tiches, Thirdly, this tenth being paid, it was lawfull 
for them to eate the reſt, not onely at Teruſalem, bur in any 
other place where their houſhold remained. So much for 
the Wages, 

 TheSeryice of the Tabernacle was ſuch as the Prieſts 
and Levitcs were to performe, cither about, within, or 
without the Tabernacle, 

By their ſervice about the Tabernacle, I underſtand the 
preparing of it for carriage, and the bearing thereof. 
Ny»B. 4. 

Their ſervice within the Tabernacle, was partly Cere- 
mon'all and Typicall, and partly Morall, 

The Ceremoniall was either of the Santtwm Sanftornm, 
| the Tabernacleof Wirnefle, E x 0D. 25. or Sanftum, the 
Tabernacle of the Congregation, E x o », 26. Now the 
| ſervice hereof was abour- the Candleſticks, Shew-bread, 
\LevrrT. 24. the golden Altarof incenſe, E x © v. 30. 


| ws 


| the braſen Altar, Exo D. 37» appointed for burnt- offc r= | 


ings 
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ings, Lzv1T.1, 3. 3, peace-offerings, LEv1T.3.1. 6. 
ſinne-offerings, LtvtT. 2. 4. 5+. &Cc+ 

The Morall ſervice within the Tabernacle,I call reading 
and expounding the Law the celebration of publick pray- 
ers, bleſſing the people at the end of ſolemne aſſemblies, 
&c. unto which I may add the power of the execution 
of Ecclefiaſticall cenſures, 

Their ſervice without the Tabernacle was either Civill 
and Iudiciall, confiſting inthe bearing & determining mat- 
ters of controverſic in all the quarters of Iſraell, for the 
better maintenance of piety and religion; or els Morall, 
as the teaching & inſtructing their children in their ſever- 
all Ciries in the knowledge of the ſeverall lawes, the ber- 
tertofic them for the ſervice of the Tabernacle, being 
Maſters of the Schools; or els in reading and expounding 
the Law, and celebrating of publick prayers out of Teru- 
ſalem, remote from the Tabernacle, cither within their 
owne Cities, whereunto the Jewes generally reſorted on 
Sabbath daics and at other times appointed (as ſome are 
of opinion) or els within the ſeyerall Citics of Judah and 
Iſraell, as may be gathered by that charge ſo often re- 
peared by the Lord, ro bave fpeciall reſpett to the Levites 
within their gates, 

And of theſe ſervices, ſome were proper to the Prieſts, 
ſome tothe Levites, ſome common to why The which 
who ſo deſires to know,ſhall finde them in the books of 
Moſes, and 1. CHRON, 9, 23s 

From theſe premiſes theſe Concluſions will follow. 

1. Tithes were not given tothe Levires, as the ſoones 
of Levi, buc becauſe God had ſeleRed that Tribe for the 
office of the Prieſthood, and ſervice of the Tabernacle, 
and as aſſiſtants to the Prieſts in the celebration of Divine 
worſhip: So if I graunt ( which you cannot deny ) thar 
Prieſts & Divine worſhip ſtand in force; then tiches muſt 
neceſſarily be yeelded as due. And I preſume this is one 
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chicfe reaſon, why the name of Prieſt is ſo odious tothe { 
Laicy,becauſe it infers a neceifity of payment of terhes, 
2. In the donation of tithes of inheritance, under the 


name of the Levites family is included Aaron & his fami- 
ly, as may appeare,not onely becauſe they communicated | 
with them in their tithes, but all the places of Scripture | 
wherin the graunt is made,enforce nolefle,as will appeare 
{ by comparing of places, D:vT.10.Nv 18.18. 20. 
3. Sofarre forth as the Prieſthood and ſervice thereof 
was Leviticall, & tyed to a certain Tribe,family,number, | 
habit, forme, and externall order of Legall fervice, yea| 
-| inall reſpets wherin it was a Type of Chrift,or had ought 
ro doe with things Typicall,So it is ceaſed, but not other- 
wiſe, 

4+ Thetiches of inheritance were not given imply for 


the ſerviceof the Altar, nor yet for carrying of the Taber. 
| nacle, by which ſervice this Author and all men gene- 
rally underſtand the ſervice of the Tabernacle. For 
fieft, the ſervice of the Altar was proper tothe Prieſts | 
onely, N v us. 13, Secondly, inlicu of the ſervice of the 
Altar the Prieſts had an other allowance,and that by Gods 
ſpeciall appointment, Nv 1B. 18, Dt v Te 18. which 
allowance, for the'quorta, is ceaſed together with that ſer. 
vice, Thirdly, if tithes had been the wages of the ſervice 
of the Altar, then thoſe onely who had been imployed in 
| this ſervice had been partakers thereof; but not one- 
ly thoſe imployed about and within the Tabernacle and 
Temple, but thoſe without might partake of tithes, ergo 
&c, Neither could the carrying of the Tabernacle be the 
ſervice; for the Levites ceaſed from that ſervice after fifty 
yeares of age, during the continuance of the Tabernacle; 
and after the eſtabliſhment of the Temple, this ſervice cea- 
ſed, 1.Cu RON. 23. and yet they partaked of tithes, 
| 5. It remaineth that the ſervice, for which tithes 
| were properly given, was reading the Law, expounding 


the 
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the Law, performing of publick prayers, with the reſt 
of the Morall and Iudiciall ſeryice both within and with 
out the Tabernacle, 

Laſtly, Theſe ſervices are the ſame for ſubſtance under 
the Goſpel, as they were under the Law,and as neceſſaril 
required of the Prieſts and Miniſters now under the Gol. 
pel,as they were under the Lay of the Prieſts & Levites; 
Cherefore, the ſeryice being the ſatne by this Adverſaries 
owne confeſſion, the wages muſt needs be the ſame, 

But againſt this he objets, and that with many bitter 
inveRives againſt DoRor Carlton & the reit, That we ne- 
yer reade that the Levites read or expounded the Law: & 
he forceth this exception by that of our Sayiour, who 
told the Iewes, that the Scribes and Phariſcs ſat in Moſes 
his Chairegbur the Scribes and Phariſes were not Levites, 

Riſum teneatis amici? js it poſſible that a man ſhould 
ſo peremptorily accuſe ſo reyerend a Biſhop, fo grave 
and judicious a Knight, and divers other learned Di- 
vines, of ignorance in the Scripture, and yet he him- 
ſelfe never have read NEH® me 8. 7 1, CHRON, 
23-30, EZRA.7.11, 1.CHR ON. 24-6? Or that 
ſo great a Rabby , ſo univerſally skilfull in all learning 
and tory, as this Author would have the World efteem 
him to be, ſhould be ignorant that the name of Seyibe 
was the name of a Function and not of a Set; amongſt 
whom there were as well ygauuaris 73va7 25 yearuunrEs 
Ts Ai, rouodiSdoneacts AS yourned, Temple-Scribes as 
Towne-Scribes; Scribes, to whom the cuſtody, writing 
reading,and expounding the Law of God was committed, 
as Scribes unto whom the cuſtody, writing, and expound- 
ing the Records and Lawes of the King and Kingdome 
were entruſted (the which office of Temple-Scribes was 
proper onely to the ſonnes of Levi) and that the name of 
Phariſee was the name of a Se and not of a FunRion; a- 


| mongſt whome there were Prieſts and Levites and mey 


N 3 of 


Obit, 


Solut, 


| 


Obje F o 


Salut, 


gg” Appendax. 


of all profeſſions,as at this day there are amongſt Brows- | 


its, Familiſts, Anabaptiſts, and other SeRarics? 


ARGUMENT, 1ITIT, 

He fourth maine objeRion is drawne from the ſraall 

number of Miniſters now under the Goſpel,in reſpeR 
of thoſe under the Law; the Prieſts and Levites being a 
rwelfth part of the Iſraelites, whereas now they are hardly 
the hundreth part of the people; and it is not like that 
God would allow ſo great a portionof maintenance to ſo 
{mall anumber. This is an uſuall Argument both 
with this Author, and frequent in the mouthes of all 
Decato-malticks. 


To which I firſt anſwer, that howſoever the number of | 


Miniſters be not the ſame, yet God is the ſame,& his right 
io tithes is the ſame;and may not God do what he liſt with 
his owne?Gods waics are not as mans, neither is he bound 


| to means, or alligated to numbergbut he can worke as well 


by few,as by many;much lefſe is he bound to beſtow thoſe 
things which are his, according to mans judgement, or at 
mans m__—_— Suppoſe God had choſen onely Aaron 
and his family to receive his part of cithes,as he did tothe 
office of Priefthood; had ir not been as great a ſinne for 
the Iſraclites to have denyed them tithes, becauſe their 
number was (o ſmall, as it was for Korah, Dathan, and A» 
biram to conteſt with them about their office of Prieſt. 
hood? And no leſſea ſinne doe they commit, who make 
this an argument to infringe Gods right of tithes to his 
Miniſters, becauſethey are fewer then were the Prieſts 
and Levites, 

2+ I cannot chooſe but wonder that this Author,or any 
of his ſtrain, ſhould make this an argument to oppole che 
right of tithes , when as in their right underttandings, 
and when they ſpeake the truth from their hearts, they 


think the number of Priefts that receive tithes in 


theſe 
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theſe daics to be too great; yea, conditionally they might 
ſave their tithes, could be content 'there were no 
Priefts, but that every man might bee a Prieſt to his owne 
family ; preferring private conventicles before publick 
Aﬀemblics, 

Thirdly,were the maintenance for Miniſters more, their 
number would ſoon increaſe : Let the times of Popery 
= for Ergland, when as the Church had gotten a 
third of the land into their poſſefſions { and the like we 
may ſce in other Countries) and I doubt not, bur if there 
werenow the like maintenance, the name of Prieſi now 
ſo odious, would be held a name honourable. 

Lattly, If wee ſhall examine the number of the Priefts 
and Levites with their maintenance, as their firſt fruites, 
their Thernmab, their ewo tenths, and portien inthe tithe 
of the third yeare, their parts and portion of ſacrifices , 
with cheir devoted oblations and freewill-offerings, and 
all theſe brought home ar the coſt & charges of the own- 
ers, and totheſe add their 48 Cities with their ſuburbs, 
and compare them with our number and maintenance ; 
it w-ll appeare that, for their number, their maintenance 
exceeded ours in theſe rimes, though we ſhould pay the 
full centh without fraud, coven, or deceit. 

Had God now under the Goſpel made us partakers of 
worſe things, & a meaner Miniſtry then he did the Iewes 
under the Law, & with all had bound us tothe like mainte» 
nanc* for his Miniſters, we might have had cauſe to come 
plaine; bur for God to exceed in his blefſings, to make us 

partakers of better things , and give us a more glorious 

Miniſtry, and yet not to require atithe of that he required 

of the lewes; to grudge and repine to render to God ſo 

ſmall a pittance by way of thankfulneſle for ſo extraordi- 

nary bleſſings , Gras more then lewiſh covetouſnes, 

heatheniſh impietie and ſacriledge. 
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ARGUMENT, -F, » 
He fifc atid laſt argument is layd downe by way of re-. 

AY paid toan allegation made for to proove che di= | 
vine right of tithes, taken from the Iudgements of God | 
inflicted in all ages upon Impropriators and facrilegious | 
perſons; to which he thus replyeth,Thar if Miniſters chil- 
dren wholive upon tithes were examined, they would be 
found as very unthrifts,as the children of Impropriators, 

By which, as he ſhews his true love to the poore Cler. 
gie, ſo his great 'weakneſle , greater wickednes: for we | 
aſcribe neither the Childrens wickednes, nor -unthriftines, | 
ro their Fathers ſacriledge; nor the conſumption of their | 
eſtates, totheir owne unthriftines : we acknowledge that 
grace and godlines is the gift of God in Regeneration,nor 
of their fathers inGeneration; ſo that oftentimes the beſt 
of men,not onely Minifters,but others, haye moſt graceles 
children, & e contra, 

2. Though true it be,that oftentimes this is the unhap= 
py caſe of Gods Miniſters, an4 the oftner by reaſon of the 
Impropriators detaining the means, whereby chey ſhould 
both maintaine themſelves and educate their children or 
otherwiſe by other wicked praQtifes, ſuits, and contenti- 
ons of malicious and faRious ſpirits, whereby they are not 
only diverted from the duries of their callings,but from | 
the care of their private families; yet it is not the univer- 
fall caſe of all Miniſters children, but God be bleſſed there | 
areand have been in all ages happy ſucceſſions of their | 
children for divers generations, Bur he cannot inſtance the | 
likeinthechildren of Impropriators, for they have uni- | 
verſally fayled in all places and ages. | 

Laftly the wonderment inthis particular is not becauſe | 
their children are unthrifts, but this,that their children be- | 
ing in ſhew as great good husbands as their Forefathers, 
yet their eſtates by a third generation are utterly wafted 
and conſumed, or their names wholly extinQ; ſo that they 
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are forced to confeſle for the juſtification of themſelves 
the truth of that of Solomon, The holy thing left by their 
fathers, or gotten by themſclyes, hath privily caten up 
both ic ſelfe and all their other ſubſtance. 1 will conclude 


the Lord : Qnis mibi non reddidiftis decimas & promntias, 
idcirco in fame & penuria maleditt; eftis == & pro decimis & 
primitits , que par'va erant fi a vobu darentnr, wbertatem poſ- 
ſeſſionum veftrarum, & omnem frugum abundantiam perdi- 
diſtis. Vt autem ſcratis me hoc iraſceme perfefium , quia 
Pando me parte mea, bortor vos atg, commones, ut infera- 
tis decimas in borrea, boc eſt, in Theſauros Templi, & babe- 
ant Sacerdotes, atg, Levite qui mibi miniſtrant , cibos; & 
probate me 5 nou tantas pluvias effudero , ut cataralte ca- 
li aperte eſſe credantur. Et effundam vobis beneditronem wſq, 
ad abundantiam. 

Becauſe ye have not given me tithes and firſt fruits, 
therefore are ye curſed with want and hunger, and by reg» 
ſon of the defalcation of thoſe dues ( which had been 
but lietle , though truly paid ) therefore your 
Harveſt and Subſtance is blowne upon. And that 
you uy know, that Itake ſpeciall notice of ſuch often- 
ces, I adviſe and warne you to bring all the tithes into 


for the Prieſts and Levites, and then proove me if / will not 
open the windowes of beaven, and poure you out a bleſſing in 
ſuch abundance, that there ſhall uot be room enough to re- 
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with the words of holy Hierome,ſpoken in the perſon of 


the ore-houſes, that there may be meate in my houſe 
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